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“When dreams become reality”
- Dr. Pooja Yadav and Mohd. Nasir -

This is a story about two introverts, one is Hindu and
another one is Muslim. We both fell in love at first sight
almost 16 years back and took our relationship to
marriage which finally happened 2 months before.
Religion never came in between us. For us, “Love is
above all”. I have always believed in my dreams and
manifested the life [ am living now.

It took us a lot of effort to reach here. We started searching
online about how to get married and that too without
changing the religion and came to know that yes there is
a way that is Dhanak organisation. With their advice and
guidance, we applied for a civil marriage under SMA in
Gurugram district. We approached to DCP-Delhi for
police protection and were allotted Safe House in Delhi.
As our marriage date approached we did all the paperwork
from Safe House, wrote to Delhi and Gurugram Mabhila
Aayog. It was directed to DGP Haryana and he himself
ordered to provide us safety and protection. To everyone’s
surprise hundreds of police force accompanied us inside
the ADC office/Marriage Officer till we got our marriage
certificate and returned back to Safe House. Honestly
we are thankful to each and everyone involved in our

journey.

I am grateful to my parents who have always supported me and educated me despite all the odds.
I respect them and also feel sad that they are not in talking terms with me after knowing about our
marriage. Now [ became their not-so-good daughter and as per them they made a ‘mistake’ educating
me. Isn’t this the purpose of education? To be aware, understand and choose the better for
themselves?

When you are satisfied with your decision and happy with your choice then it’s all worth it.

“Life is short,listen to your heart and be brave to fight for yourself.”
Long live Humanity, Equality and Diversity.
Long live Love and Peace.




GANGA JAMUNI TENZEEB:
The Hindu Muslim Syncretism in India

-Saba Fatima

When [ first heard of the term ‘Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb’, I was
fascinated by the idea it held. I started reading about the
composite Hindu-Muslim culture of India it emphasized and
was elated by the facets it brought to light. After all, most of us

are always looking for little things that can unite us. The

significance of Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb is its role in the
unification n of two ofthe most talked-about religions of India.

The idea is rooted in the combined values that people of a nation
grow up in when there is an assimilation of different beliefs.
When I delved further into the topic, I discovered that the term
has remained much under the scrutiny of intellectuals and has
divided them into two groups-One group believes that India
had a Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb in the past and that India exhibits
and has always exhibited religious syncretism. This opinion is
considered a more romanticized notion of a utopian world that
did not exist. The people from this group can be called idealists.

The other group proclaims that India never had a syncretic culture and that Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb is a
myth. This group bases its opinions on historical facts rather than painting a beautiful picture that might
be false. The people of this group are considered realists rather than idealists. But this article is not
inclined towards either of these opinions. To me, it matters less whether we had a utopian society or

not. What matters more is, is it possible to have such a society today? Not just in pockets of India but
throughout the nation? And if it is possible, then what is stopping India from becoming the peaceful
society we want it to be? Is it the fault of one group, or both the groups? Or is it the fault of sections of
people from both groups?

Let us get deeper into the romantic theory for which Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb is famous. What is Ganga-
Jamuni Tehzeeb? The phrase Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb signifies a unifying composite culturebrought
about by the practice and adoption of both Hindu and Muslim cultures on the Indian Sub-continent.
Ganga and Yamuna (Jamuna) are two major rivers of India. When people of the two-religion come
together to live in the same society and celebrate each other’s festivals, their lifestyles merge into a
syncretic way of living. We witness the emergence of a Ganga Jamuni Tehzeeb (Culture) in such times.
Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb upholds inclusivity, religious tolerance, harmony, pluralism and spreads the
positive message of peace and harmony. But is the reality behind the idea of this term as positive and
convincing as the term itself is? Instances show that many Indians are opposed to having a syncretic
culture. The past had violence. Religious intolerance, fanaticism, terrorism and discrimination still
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G{ists and divides any land it spreads on. We will focus on modern examples of how, when one part oh
India tries to bring down the barriers between two contrasting religions, the other opposes it and uproots
the new saplings of Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb.

Reasons that do not let Hindus and Muslims integrate in India: -

1. Misunderstanding harmony for assimilation There are many Hindu-Muslim dominated suburban
areas in India where there may have been no reports of communal atrocities and violence. This, however,
is just proof that the people living in the society are peace- loving people. It does not mean that people
of the society assimilate or want to assimilate.

Many urban societies celebrate frequent Hindu festivals. Many Muslim families choose to not be part
of such celebrations. Similarly, not every Hindu is interested in being a part of an Eid celebration.
While some of these people might have valid practical reasons for their absence from such social
events including pure disinterest, many choose to stay back just because of certain fears: —

B The fear that they might not be accepted and welcomed whole- heartedly by the other group due to
their religion.

B Concerns about disrespecting the other culture’s rituals because of not being aware of the details.

B Being scared of crossing a line where -being a part of certain practices might be allowed in one
religion but forbidden in the other.

The societies where the above fears persist do not evolve as a composite culture. There can be harmony
in such areas but less understanding of each other’s culture. There is an invisible divide.In societies
where the above fears do not exist, people mostly live in a composite culture.

2. Fear of going against religion and doing something forbidden Integration is not easy to achieve in
every society. When parts of the cultures clash or contradict, it becomes difficult to coexist. Cows are
very sacred in the Hindu Culture. Bakreid (Eid-ul-Adha) is a Muslim festival where numerous cattle,
including cows, are sacrificed as per ritual in many Muslim families. When the two communities do not
come together in such rituals, no questions should arise over it. Similarly, for Muslims, one of the
crucial tenets of their religion is belief in an intangible and omnipresent creator. Attributing any figure
or image to God is forbidden in Islam. So, if a Muslim avoids sitting in a prayer before a deity, it should
be understandable too. Of course, many Hindus eat beef, and many Muslims do not mind being a part
of Idol worship or other clashing rituals, but this should not be the answer to the problem of assimilation.

Every arrangement has exceptions, and every community should have the right to practice what is
sacred to them.

Whenever needed, the line that a person does not want to cross should be established clearly, but with
peaceful understanding. In such cases, what we practice towards each other is called tolerance. However,
when many such lines appear out of fear, it creates division.

Hindus and Muslims can come together and celebrate Holi, Diwali, Eid; exchange sweets; wish each
other on festivals; be part of social celebrations and break the walls of fear. Celebrating festivals together
is a great way of bringing people closer.

. _/
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6 Highlighting the negative All Muslims do not live the exact life and do not believe in the same thingg
that the religious leader of their community or society does. Yet when we watch a Muslim Maulvi in a
News channel’s panel of guests, we frequently come across the misogynistic and anti-secular speech. It
paints a negative picture in the minds of the viewers. Either Media fails to find moderate Muslim
speakers or moderate Muslim speakers fail to vocalise their opinions. We do not usually see the likes of
Sadh Guru or Gaur Gopal Das from Muslim Communities on Indian Television. People remember the
fervent negative comments of an orthodox Muslim scholar and attach Muslims to those opinions. No
one listens to the speeches of Imam Tawhidi or gives credit to people like Javed Akhtar for at least
keeping liberal opinions out there. Instead, Muslim speakers who bring reforming ideas to the table are
called hypocrites and are ridiculed.

While we cannot deny the fact that radical groups do exist, highlighting and feeding on the negative is
a promotion of it; and it can never uproot the prejudices spread in society.

4. The Rise of Hindu Separatists Whenever there is a rise of separatists on any land, it tears the land
apart. If not physically, then in other ways. The formation of Pakistan is a model example of this. But
the current partition has not been of lands. It has occupied the hearts of many people in India. When we
read the history of India, we start with the Vedic Age. The teachings of Sanatan Dharma and its rituals
are valued since the Vedic age.

5.The Muslim Radicalisation Indian Muslims are distinct from other Muslims around the world. They
have imbibed some composite cultural elements that inclined them to a more Sufi approach of practising
their religion. Not all Islamic countries have mazaars(shrines), not all Muslim communities allow
gawwalis or music, and not all Muslim women in Islamic countries wear Sarees or adorn Sindoor
(Vermillion). But lately, the rich composite culture has been hijacked by a more Shariah-based orthodoxy.
Many households that used to mix with every community and have a liberal lifestyle are now building
walls of exclusion and choosing to stay away from society. Children learn what excludes them from
Hinduism and why they need to protect their religion. People are putting more stress on the Code of
conduct and religious norms, and less on connecting with God with a clean heart and pure intentions.

Today India is a diverse country. It should not be a Hindu only nation. It can be a land where the
traditional values and principles of Sanatan Dharma is practised, taught and promoted. Harbouring the
thoughts of fanaticism breaks a nation, rather than building a great one which can set an example to the
world. The constitution gives that right to all religions. Muslims came to India later. Muslims living
today as Indians cannot be compared to the invaders who came to India centuries ago. Muslims like me
are Muslims who are from India. We are Indians.

CONCLUSION

Fortunately, Many Hindus have been voicing against rising Anti-Muslim Sentiments in India. The
moderate Muslims also voice their opinions against the Radicalisation of the Muslim community in
India. Why is there such opposition when a TV ad shows advertisements where we find a message of
communal peace and harmony? The negative things we hear about inter-religious marriages makes us
think that such marriages are a hoax. Why are we unaware of hundreds of such happy marriages? Why

- J

7 e




[do we know more about organisations that divide than organisations that unite? It is said that an average\
Indian, whether a Muslim or Hindu, is proud of the diverse culture we possess.

The way forward

Let’s celebrate the idea that India is a diverse and peaceful country where people get along and share in
each other’s joys. Each of us can help by being positive, breaking away from negativity, and trying to
understand one another better. Together, we can build bridges that connect us all. In the end, the majority
of Indians yearn for peace, harmony, and unity. The dream of a Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb is not an
unattainable ideal; it is a reflection of the collective spirit of a nation that aspires to live as one, respecting
and embracing the beautiful merged cultures that make India truly unique.

“Barse Eid ki Chandni Bhi,
Bikhre Holi Ke Rang Bhi,
Zindagi bhar dil ka aangan apna yuh hi Rahe...”

4 )
My dear black cat

- Shifa -

One fine day, a black cat crossed my trail,

Some were scared and asked me to turn or my luck would soon

I walked a while with the cat,
Trying to explore what life had.

The cat was friendly and warm,
It would never do any harm.

The others cried and were surprised,
As the cat did not lead to my demise. :"; _

So ignoring all the friendly facts, they took away the black cat,
1 begged them not to attack, but they had tons of biases to unpack.

They said, since nobody would care for her absence,
Sparing the cat didn 't make any sense.

With all my hope lost in despair,
My cat was to be found nowhere.

They said, we asked you to turn back or halt,

But, really, was it all my fault?




Mafi Nama - An Apology Letter

Dear Parents and True

I extend my heartfelt
Nama” for the unintended
on the perception of love.
acknowledge the role our
altering the essence of

In Hindi, love is called
mostly referred as “Ishq.”
emotion has, in some
of many relationships. I
approach to relationships,
of having boyfriends or

Lovers,

apologies through this “Mafi
consequences of our actions
It is with sincere regret that I
generation has played in
love.

“Prem,” while in Urdu,
Unfortunately, this beautiful
instances, led to the detriment
recognize that our casual
treating them as mere games
girlfriends, has contributed to

this shift.

It is disheartening to see that true love, characterized by a deep understanding of each other’s inner
feelings and lifelong promises of support, is overshadowed by our misguided actions. Additionally,
the perception of genuine love being wrong has been fueled by our behavior. I question whether it is
fair to label the 1 percent of us who have seemingly erred in love as criminals.

Importantly, no scripture, including the Gita, Quran, or Bible, explicitly forbids marrying those we
love and choose. For instance, even in the Ramayana, Lord Rama married Goddess Sita after she
confirmed her choice to her father, Janak. It raises the question on which lines are we being
misinterpreted.

While acknowledging our mistakes, I urge you to temporarily set aside societal norms and listen to
your children. Their perspective, whether right or wrong, deserves consideration. The choices you
make may not always be the right ones, and affording them the chance to express themselves is
crucial.

I offer my sincerest apologies to all true lovers and their parents for inadvertently contributing to the
changing meaning of love and fostering misunderstandings about it being a crime. In this “Mafi
Nama,” I also make a promise that I, and others like me, will strive not to further distort the essence
of true love.

Please accept this letter with due consideration.

Yours Sincerely,
Isha (A Youngster
\ ( gster)




A flock is all that we’re supposed to be.
- Ankur -

They said that birds of a feather should flock together,
1t keeps them warm, helps protect against the weather.

Always flocking together makes a family,
And a flock is all that we 're supposed to be.

There are many other flocks up in the sky,
Some ask you to soar, and just say “Hi.”.

Sure, say Hi, but beware of their feather,
And whatever you do, stay close to your tether.

To meet those other feathers, refer to this neat sheet,
Some feathers you greet, and some you eat,

Some you fear, some you revere;
From the flawed, you stay clear, and none should you hold dear;

When emotion s bond with others is a notion strange,
Caring for them might seem an unwelcome change.

Because their pains are hard for you to understand,
Don t ever offer a helping hand,

And even if it leads to their end,

Just make sure you expand your land.

Their end may leave a giant bloodstain,
But that s alright, because you will still remain.

The sky will only see one feather's color, and one feather's chirp,
But that s alright, because there's always your feather for you to usurp.

Just keep usurping, till the sky s unflawed,
If the others start questioning, call it an act of God.

Soon the sky will be yours to devour,

There will be nothing left for you to overpower.
And that is how it is supposed to be,

You are all that s supposed to be.
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Why you should marry a person of your choice?

- Kavita -

We all know marriage is considered an important
aspect of life. Being an elder daughter of the family
there was always a pressure on me, of getting
married first in the family. Like many of us,
especially girls, face this situation when we are

embracing adulthood. I always tried to avoid such
discussions where marriage was discussed. But
then our elders used to explain and convince us
on importance of marriage in the society. We have
been made to believe that we always need some
person in life who can take care of us and support
us. As per them, marriage helps us create
relationship that will give you a sense of security
and safety. “Who will look after you when we are
gone?” Blah blah. I realized that if marriage is
really so important for them, my family will not
allow me to stay single, so, I will have to marry.

My family started searching for suitable grooms
for me and I made myself busy in my journalism
career and left everything on God to decide my
destiny. But as it is said everything happens for a
reason; a boy from another religion approached

me and it has been more than 23 years now that
we are married to each other. For me marriage is the highest state of friendship. It is a partnership and
a mutual commitment.

According to me, Love, faith, understanding, transparency, respect and some humor are the key
ingredients of a successful marriage. I want to share my all the young couples. Marriage is a very
important decision of your life. It is one of the most wonderful social institutions that is established and
nurtured by the human beings. We all have grown up seeing various types of marriages near us. Choose
your partner wisely. The man or women you choose as your life partner affects everything in your life,
your peace, your success, your health and your growth. There is nothing wrong in choosing a partner for
yourself, after all this life belongs to you and you have every right to make it happier. It is a blessing if
you get married to your best friend. But remember marriage is full of ups and down, it is an incredible
journey so enjoy every moment and make it special.

Good Luck.

- J
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Quo Vadis Dhanak?

Evolving with Live Cases...
- Asif Igbal -

Dhanak was formed in 2005 with the objectives of helping couples in the process of marriage
solemnisation and extending solidarity for couples already in marriage. The founder members of Dhanak
drew inference from their personal experiences which were actually related to the hurdles in the marriage
solemnisation process and challenges of reconciliation with their natal families. So, initially the
interventions were primarily focussed on sharing of personal experiences, finding witnesses and gazetted
officers for attestation of documents of the marrying parties.

But, the existence of such a group can’t remain a secret since there was no other organisation in India,
which was being run exclusively by inter-caste/faith couples themselves. Soon the couples facing violence
or forced marriage situation from their natal families started approaching Dhanak for help and assistance.
Such couples were helped by linking them with an advocate for the writs or protection. Married or
unmarried survivor girls were rescued from their natal families and united to their male partners by the
directions of Hon’ble High Court of Delhi.

Organisation’s visibility in news and social media also started attracting such cases where the couple
has already left their respective houses in the case of emergency. Mostly the situations like forced
marriage or violence during a house arrest pushes the couple to a decision of leaving their house in
emergency. A place to stay for a couple who has left its house is the basic requirement for their survival.
In most of the cases they keep spending nights in a public place like railway station or bus stand. Else,
they keep travelling to unknown places to avoid comprehension and their forceful separation by their
families.

Initially, the parents try to test the conditioning imparted by them to their estranged daughter/son. So,
they rely on emotional pressures. Gradually they try to provoke the emotions of their daughter/son by
sharing a fake health emergency situation in the family through the existing mode of communications.
If the couple remains unmoved then the attempts are to connive with the other family with a fake
assurance for marriage on their return. It can also be an intimidation of the weaker family at times.
When nothing works then family of the girl files a false police complaint for missing, abduction and
theft. In short, the families leave no stone unturned to ensure recovery and return of their adult children.
Off-course, one cannot overlook parent’s fear and anxiety for their adult children. Surprisingly the
parents remain oblivious about the trauma, guilt and anxiety of their adult children. Moreover, the
conditioning of young couple prevents them from seeking police protection against their atrocities
families.

Therefore, with the increase in social visibility, Dhanak started getting calls for help from such couples
who were either starving or planning suicides as they ran out of money and possible hideouts after
leaving their house. They were forced to leave their house to avoid hostilities and forced marriage.

Guch couples were offered help by providing safe place to stay in Delhi with the directions of protection)
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Gy Delhi High Court. They were either kept in the houses of other couples or in the office of other socizh
organisations after informing the local police. Information about their location and status was shared
with their parents and concerned police stations. They were also assisted in quashing of pending FIRs
and statements u/s. 164 CrPC before the Metropolitan Magistrate at their native place.

Dhanak soon realised the importance for a fixed safe place for the survivor couples during initial 15-20
days of their union. Hence a rented accommodation was taken by the organisation in Delhi and the
address was shared with the local police station in Delhi. The idea was also to give a confidence to the
couple that by disclosing its location to the police, they are fighting for their legal rights. Also, it can
provide them socio-cultural counselling on gender rights and equality.

In the process, Dhanak was contacted by a case of forceful confinement of girl by her family in Delhi.
The boy moved to the high court with a prayer for compliance of directions of Hon’ble Supreme Court
w.r.t. Shakti Vahini Vs Union of India. Fortunately, the Hon’ble Judge was sensitive towards the issue
and therefore, he asked the government of Delhi to file its response. As a result, Govt. of NCT of Delhi
and the state govt. formed the Special Cells for Couples and Safe House for Couples.

Year 2020 was a big step towards the safety of survivor couples in Delhi. Now, the couples in need of
protection and support have a government run shelter for stay till their marriage or after their marriage
for couple of months. This period is extremely crucial for the couple who managed to survive a potential
honour killing, mental and physical violence & loss of education, job and habitat. It gives them time to
think and plan their marriage and rehabilitation. 23 Couples from different states/UT including Delhi
have stayed in the government safe house from Oct 2022, till date. 1 was a trans-couple.

Now, none of the cases approaching Dhanak for help are moving a writ for protection before the hon’ble
high court of Delhi. They are getting the required protection from the Special Cell for Couples. It is
saving time and money of the survivor couples and the court.

Dhanak understands that survivor couples are equally vulnerable like a child in need of care and protection
or a woman facing domestic violence. If, a child or a woman can get shelter on the same day in a
government run shelter home then a couple should also get it. They are equally vulnerable as they can
be forcefully separated, attacked or killed by their families.

The process of getting the government safe house takes 10-15 days. The couple stays in Dhanak’s
office which doesn’t have any security guard. Therefore, the couple in need must get an interim stay in
the Safe House for Couple on the same day and the enquiry in their case can be carried out simultaneously
by the Special Cell for Couples.

Unfortunately, 1 out of 15 Special Cells for couple is fully operational in Delhi. Therefore, the effort of
the organisation is to make the administrative system responsible and effective for all the cases of
survival couples. All the stakeholders; Delhi police, Dept. of Social Welfare, Dept. of Revenue, Delhi
Commission for Women & Delhi State Legal Service Authority can work in coordination for
implementing the directions of Hon’ble Apex Court of India and decrease the cases of natal family
violence w.r.t. marriage and association.

. _/
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Ghanak is also trying to implement the directions of the apex court with the help of live cases fron)
other states. Cases are pending before the high courts of Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Chattisgarh.
The Hon’ble courts have issued notices to respective state governments to file their replies.

So, the journey of Dhanak for last 18 years started from a support group for couples in mixed marriage
lead to formations of a government run safe house for couples as per the directions of Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India.

Sharing below a brief introduction of the types of cases & petitions handled by Dhanak:

Cases Concerning Missing Partner

Petitioner — Respondent
Md. Akhtar Ali Vs. The State (NCT OF DELHI)

Shrikant Jaal Vs Govt. of NCT of Delhi & Ors.
Vishal Vs. The State (NCT OF DELHI) & ORS

Dr. Ankur Bihari Vs The State of Maharashtra & Ors.
Abhijit Vs State of Haryana

Ram Singh Yadav Vs. State of NCT of Delhi & Ors.

Cases Related to Protection & Compliance
Petitioner — Respondent
Ankit Bhardwaj & Anr. Vs State of NCT of Delhi & Ors
Khan Farah Moosa & Anr. Vs State of NCT of Delhi &
Ors.
Shahnaz Vs State of NCT of Delhi & Ors
Mohammad Zainul Abddin & Anr. Vs
State of NCT of Delhi & Ors
Priyanka Vs State of NCT of Delhi
Saloni Jain & Anr. Vs State of NCT & Ors.
Acharya Pavitra Srinivas@Farha Vs.
State of NCT of Delhi &Ors
Ravina Hooda Vs. State of NCT & Ors.
Simran Sagar & Anr. Vs State of NCT of Delhi & Ors.
Dhanak of Humanity Vs.
State of Gujarat Ors. (for Anisha & Shirish)
Varsha Kushwah & Anr. Vs
State Govt. NCT of Delhi & Ors.
Dhanak of Humanity & Ors. Vs.
State of NCT & Anr. (Case of Aman & Akash)
Dhanak of Humanity Vs.

State of UP (for Sahimun Nisha & Rajesh Kumar Gupta)

Dhanak of Humanity Vs.

State of Chattisgarh & Ors. (Case of Alisha & Ravikant)
Amit Kumar Vs State of Himachal Pradesh

Suman Raj & Anr. Vs State of NCT of Delhi

Dhanak of Humanity & Ors. Vs

State of NCT & Ors. (Case of Radhika & Riyajuddin)

Case #

W.P. (CRL) # 190/2014 & 1545/
2014

W.P. (CRL) # 2779/2016

W.P. (CRL) # 2432/2014

Crl Writ Petition # 3542 of 2019
Crl Writ Petition # 9185/2020
W.P. (CRL) # 748/2021

Case #
W.P. (CRL) # 1830 of 2017
W.P. (CRL) # 731/2014

W.P. (CRL) # 406 of 2019
W.P. (CRL) # 1953/2017 &
Crl.M.A.10867/2017

W.P. (CRL) # 510/2018
W.P. (CRL) # 755/2020
W.P. (CRL) # 1058/2019

W.P. (CRL) # 3452 0of 2018
W.P. (CRL) # 2118/2021
R/Spl Civil Application
#2956 of 2021

W.P. (CRL) # 257/2021

W.P. (CRL) # 1321/2021

PIL # 998 of 2021

WPC #3014 of 2021

Civil Writ Petition # 4764/2021

W.P. Crl # 1286/2021
W.P. Crl. # 2936/2022
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Ankur Kumar Bhaskar Kumar Dubey & Anr. Vs Crl. W. P. # 3248 0f 2023

The State of Maharashtra & Ors.

Dhanak of Humanity Vs State of Bihar & Ors. Civil Writ Jurisdiction Case # 10043
of 2023

Cases for Quashing FIR
Petitioner — Respondent Case #

Pooja D/o. Late Dharamraj & S.B. Crl. Misc. (Pet.) # 1268/2021

Farooq Mohd. S/o. Mumtaj Khan Vs. State of Rajasthan
Dhanak of Humanity & Anr. Vs Criminal Writ # 903/2022
State of Rajasthan & Ors. (Case of Neha & Ravi Meena)
Shubham Jaiswal Vs. State of U. P.

Thru Addl. Chief. Secy. Home Lko & Others 2022

Cases Related to Contempt & Statutory Amendments

Petitioner — Respondent Case #

Nida Rehman & Ors. Vs State of NCT of Delhi & Ors.  W.P(C) # 6947 OF 2020
Dhanak of Humanity Vs CONT.CAS(C) 765/2023 CM

Gagan Deep (Sub Divisional Magistrate, Model Town) APPL. 29898/2023
& Ors. (Case of Neha & Ravi Meena)

Dhanak of Humanity & Ors. Vs W.P. Crl. # 887/2022

State (NCT of Delhi) & Anr. (Case of Komal & Nisha)

Parveen Bano & Anr. Vs. CONT.CAS(C) 531/2021
Chandra Shekhar SDM South West Delhi

Meenakshi D/o. Sh. Vishnu Kumar Vs S.B. Civil Writ # 10219/2019
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RIGHT TO CHOICE FOR GIRLS

- Ridhima Sharma -

You say you gave me the freedom to do anything,

But that “anything” secretly meant nothing,

When I entered this world as a girl,

I looked upon myself as a “Lucky one” Because I felt you want to protect me from everything,
That’s why, I can’t go outside in the mid of the evening,

You make every decision of mine,

I was happy, cause I thought you are making decision to make me free from futile stress,
From what school I will go, to choosing my dress,

But as I grew up I came to my senses that the decisions to make me stress free were not fair,
I understood that I have right to make my own choices,

No matter if they are big, small or rare,

I don’t need anyone now to choose what I should wear,

Cause [ am mature now, but you still keep annoying me forcing me to follow your choices,

But I can make my own choices,
I can choose when and where to go,

I can choose how to dress,

I can choose my career,

I can choose what’s the best,

I can even choose my future partner,

I can even choose to or not to give him a heir,
If someone will stand against my rights,

I have true choice to take actions.
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Mahie JK
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for me. As I can celebrate festivals of both the
religion, I am a secular Indian citizen and a firm
believer of Humanity. Humanity is above all
the religion. Being brought up in an inter-faith
family has taught me that religion is a creation
of man, we are the only ones who discriminate

the eyes of God we all are equal.

&

Humanity.

Being a child of Inter Faith Parents

Every religion teaches us to be a kind,
soft hearted, to follow the path of truth.
As Gautam Buddha stated “Be kind to
all creatures, this is the true religion”.
My parents have also taught me that
there is no religion greater than
humanity. [ have replaced my surname
with my parent’s initials, i.e JK. For me
my parents are above than any faith.

Honestly speaking, religion is not
discussed in my family and I am free to
choose whatever I like. It is such a
pleasure to celebrate Holi, Eid, Diwali
and Christmas with my friends and
family. Even my college-friends envy
seeing me celebrate all festivals.
Whenever someone asks my religion I
proudly say that first [ am an Indian,
and Humanity is my religion. My
country is above everything for me.

As stated in the constitution that India
is secular country, I am a firm believer
of secularism and a proud child of inter-
faith parents. Thankful to the fortune, I
got to learn so many things from our
Holy books, Bhagavad Gita and Quran.
I learned so many beautiful stories from

Being a child of inter-faith parents is a blessing  my parents stated in these holy books.

I take it as a privilege that I can visit temples as well
as dargahs and it is the most beautiful feeling.
Sometimes I feel even If I didn’t have inter-faith
parents,  would have been a secular citizen and follow

with each other on the basis of religion but in I'am proud to be an Indian and a secular Indian citizen.

_/
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Through my Lens: a Narrative of Experience
- Kashvi -

As a Counseling
Psychologist, my
journey with the
Child Welfare
Committee
(CWC) has been
an emotional
rollercoaster,
marked by stories
of pain, resilience,
and the enduring
strength of the
human spirit. One
of the
challenging

most
aspects of my
work has been
supporting
adolescent girls
who have faced
abuse or

abduction, and the

to be a valuable tool
in these situations,
guiding individuals to
their

the
necessity of waiting

understand
feelings and
until 18 for certain
decisions. It plays a
crucial role in
rebuilding trust within
families that have
been torn apart by
such incidents. This
journey is typically
not a poetic
celebration of healing
but a practical process
that addresses the
complexities of
fractured families.
Counseling helps

families comprehend

complexities that
arise when they leave homes in pursuit of love. In
many cases, young girls facing a harsh reality at
home may seek solace in a partner who seems to
understand them. Love becomes their refuge,
leading them to make tough decisions to leave
home. When these individuals are found and
restored to their families by the police, the reunions
are often not simple or happy. Families commonly
grapple with feelings of betrayal, financial
setbacks, and the fear of societal judgment. On the
other hand, the individuals are forced to distance
themselves from their partners. Counseling proves

\_

the
individuals’ choices, particularly concerning their

and accept
future endeavors. It is not just about the individuals
finding their way back; it is about families finding
a way to welcome them into a home where they
feel valued and understood. However, it’s crucial
to recognize that abuse knows no gender
boundaries. In a heart-wrenching case, an 8-year-
old boy found himself ensnared by the predatory
actions of a 46-year-old man. The intricacies of
providing counseling to a child who had endured
such trauma were unparalleled in their difficulty.
The wounds were not just physical but emotional,

J
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challenging the very core of our collective
humanity. In each case, the stories are unique
but share a common thread of pain, survival,
and the potential for healing. As a counselor, I
learned that our role extends beyond the
individual sessions; it involves navigating the
complexities of family dynamics, societal
judgments, and fostering a compassionate
community. These narratives underscore the
importance of a collective commitment to

-

protecting the vulnerable and fostering a society
where survivors are not just restored but
embraced with empathy and understanding. The
journey with CWC has taught me that every story,
no matter how painful, has the potential for
transformation and renewal. It is our duty to be
the catalysts for that change, to bring light to the
shadows, and to stand as beacons of hope for
those who need it most.
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Embracing the True

Essence: Liberating

Societal Constraints

- Shruti Sharma.

n a world adorned with traditions and societal
expectations, the perception of married women
often becomes entangled in external markers and
predefined roles. I often ponder why people
perceive married women differently. While she
may appear more elegantly dressed, adorned with
symbols of marriage, like sindoor and bindi, these
external markers don’t define her womanhood. She
might still be navigating the intricacies of
managing a household, caring not only for herself
but for others too. She may find it tiresome to
constantly field questions about her husband’s
occupation. Marriage doesn’t abruptly transform
a girl into a woman, nor does having children
necessarily accomplish the same. Let’s celebrate
her true essence, embracing the child within her,
whether she’s a friend, sister, mother, or stranger.
She shouldn’t bear the burden of countless chores
solely out of a quest for perfection. This reflection
is dedicated to the remarkable women in my life.
Let’s mature at our own pace and nurture the
youthful spirit within us. To my male friends,
cherish her and, above all, allow her to be herself.
She wasn’t born to serve you; it’s her compassion
that drives her actions.

\_

Married Women from

———— T wr WS T %

The journey of a married woman is not defined
by these superficial symbols but by the intricate
balance of managing a household while navigating
her own aspirations and desires. The burden of
constant inquiries about her husband’s occupation
and societal pressures to conform to predefined
roles can be tiresome, overshadowing her
individuality and essence. Marriage doesn’t serve
as an abrupt transformation into womanhood, nor
does motherhood inherently define it. This
reflection seeks to celebrate the true essence of
married women, urging society to embrace their
multifaceted identities and nurture the child within
them, irrespective of their roles as friends, sisters,
mothers, or strangers. It advocates for the
liberation of married women from societal
constraints, urging men to cherish and respect
them for their inherent compassion and
individuality, rather than expecting them to
conform to traditional expectations. Let us mature
at our own pace and embrace the youthful spirit
within, fostering an environment where every
woman can thrive authentically, free from the
shackles of societal norms.
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Marriages are Rocking the Nation

- Asif Igbal -

The latest news about declining protection to interfaith couples by Allahabad High Court is another
addition to the existing insecurities in interfaith couples in the entire country. Justice Srivastava decided
to uphold the state law against religious conversion on the merits of the petition. The direction has
provided validity to the families and administrative authorities that are already against the marital
union of interfaith couples.

Courts are the last hope for couples who are struggling to save their right to union and protection in
case of threat to life and liberty. Two more directions from the Hon’ble High Court of U.P. also needs
to be read and understood with the latest direction. The same court has passed two more directions
which are worth brining to the notice of readers. In January 2021, Justice Vivek Chaudhary in his 47

pages direction in the case of Sufia Sultana Vs State of
U.P; directed the Court The message is clear now. No Registrar to communicate
with the Chief Secretary religious or civil marriage for of the state of UP for
issuing notification to all interfaith couples even if the the Marriage Officers and
other concerned parents are willing. With drafting authorities. It is first ever
direction in the history of of new state laws on uniform civil the Act which gives relief
to the marrying parties by code, even the prospects of recognizing the importance
of secrecy for them. interfaith marriages under

Special Marriage Act appears

The dlI‘.CCtIOI’l, if followed grim to the writer. In short, Right w‘111 .be‘ 1n‘strume'nta1 in
removing the to Choose in marriage and discrimination against the

relationship will be hit badly even Marriage Act and Hindu

couples using Special
Marriage Act. The

the couple not displaying

for intra-caste & intra- religious direction gives a choice to

their personal details at a

' couples.
conspicuous place and on the web portal on many

states. Display of such an information before the
solemnisation of marriage is the biggest challenge for couples who are trying to use a civil law for
marriage. A detailed report by Law Commission of India also recommends required amendment in
the Act.

In another important direction of November 2021, Justice Suneet Kumar upheld the validity of marriage
of 16 couples and directed the concerned Marriage Officers to register their marriage. Again the
Marriage Registrar/Officer of respective districts are directed to forthwith register the marriage of the
petitioners, without, insisting/awaiting approval of the competent district authority with regard to
conversion of faith. Here again the Hon’ble judge directed the court to send a copy to the chief
secretary of the state for an appropriate action.
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Ghe writer is not surprised to share the available information (collected using RTI Act) with him, nh
notification or letter is issued by the Chief Secretary till April 2022. One cannot expect any action by
the state government till date.

All the 3 directions are concerning protections and relief to interfaith couples who have solemnized
religious marriages and have approached the hon’ble court for the relief as per the law. The writer
would like to use this opportunity to educate the readers about the situation & conditions of the couples
after they leave their house for their marriage. It is very important to share writer’s views based on his
experience of working with couples in need of care and protection.

No girl wishes to leave her house for marrying a boy against the wishes of her parents. She clings to the
hope of convincing her parents till the very last because they are brought up with patriarchy conformist
conditioning. In majority of cases the parents are aware about the seriousness of relationship of their
adult children. Adult and informed daughters are forced to leave their house due to violence or urgency
of marriage against their wishes with an unknown person. Unfortunately, in majority of cases, girls
give-up their dream of marrying a person of their choice. They usually break down under enormous
emotional pressure from their families. A few dare to leave their natal house in a situation which becomes
overwhelming for them. So, what are the options for a couple who leaves their house for marriage
against the wishes of their respective families? A civil marriage is impossible as all and sundry will
come to know about it and try to stop them during and after the period of notice. Where will the couple
go and hide without their marriage? Parents, police and even judges are not willing to accept it on the
grounds of morality. There are directions by the Allahabad High Court which have denied protection to
the couple without their marriage.

Uttar Pradesh is an interesting state which has many secrets that are in the information of'its bureaucracy
and judiciary. Both, the state police and judiciary are aware about the directions of Hon’ble Supreme
Court directions in the case of Shakti Vahini Vs Union of India. The government of UP has submitted
its compliance to the MHA w.r.t. the same in June 2018. The direction clearly direct the SPs of city and
the DMs to provide protection to married or unmarried couple and keep them together in a government
Safe House of Couples. Non-compliance of the directions is a blatant contempt of the directions of
Hon’ble Supreme Court.

As per the collected data from 73 Districts of the state of U.P; an average of less than 2 marriages only
registered under SMA out of 100 registered marriages (period 2018 — 2020). U.P. is the only state in
entire India that gives incentive to interfaith couples as well. The scheme was initiated many decades
ago. The state government also gives financial help to poor families under U.P. Marriage Grant Scheme.

Interfaith marriages were never made easy by past governments as they had their biases and vested
reasons against it. Present government has managed to remove the ambiguity and hopes with the state
laws. The message is clear now. No religious or civil marriage for interfaith couples even if the parents
are willing. With drafting of new state laws on uniform civil code, even the prospects of interfaith
marriages under Special Marriage Act appears grim to the writer. In short, Right to Choose in marriage
and relationship will be hit badly even for intra-caste & intra- religious couples.

. _/
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Veg or Non Veg

Of all the differences my wife and I had. The one we truly overlooked is the distinctive food preferences.
I am a hardcore non vegetarian and she’s a vegetarian who eats eggs on selected days of the week. I
never liked south Indian food and she had never tasted ‘mother of eggs’ in her life.

We both are foodie and always try to explore new restaurants and their signature dishes keeping our
respective food choices in mind.

I still remember the first time I took her to KFC back in 2008 and she couldn’t bear the smell so we got
the order packed. It was the beginning of our relationship. Later on, we gradually started to understand
and respect each other’s choices. We started sharing the same ketchup while eating the chicken burger
along with Aloo tikki burger.

We never really had a discussion about our food choices before marriage even though we covered all
the biases before tying the knot but somehow this food factor never made it to the list.

I still wonder why? Is it because it’s so trivial to discuss or were we totally ignorant about it or did we
believe that our relationship is way stronger than our food choices. No matter what, it never bothered
us. Neither in the past nor at present. [ have witnessed on multiple occasions that this difference in food
choices had eaten up

many relationships. This
excuse is enough to part
ways or create a rift
between the couple.

Luckily, my wife and I
have evolved so much that
he sautés chicken for me

we go to a south
restaurant on date.
I still relish her
while waiting

that if
be with
could
ing so.

create
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Some Background -

Shifa comes from a family that practices the
Islamic faith, and Ankur comes from a family that
practices the Hindu faith. Both of our families
are based in Mumbai, Maharashtra. In the year
2023, after having known each other for about 2
years, we decided that we would pursue a future
together in the form of a marriage. However, this
seemingly simple decision led to chaotic actions
from both of our families and left us needing
legal, moral, and socially safe shelter and
assistance.

Getting in touch with Dhanak.

We contacted the Dhanak team and spoke with
their Co-Founder, Asif Sir. After a detailed
conversation about our case, he introduced the
Special Marriage Act, 1954 to us.

He also suggested a few next steps that we could
take to get married in Mumbai under the said act.

SMA Application in Mumbai.

We opted to apply for our marriage under SMA,
online through eMarriage2.0. We came across a
few hurdles while applying, the most significant
of which was finding 3 people who would offer
to be witnesses, and present themselves on the
day of solemnization of our marriage. However,

after many vain days, we did finally get three

teers who thankfully agreed to be our
of these two volunteers were
ers of Dhanak.

necessary details in hand, we
application, and after intimating
team, we flew to Delhi, intending to
ck 30 days later, on the date of our
e solemnization.

Shifa and Ankur’s Wedding under Police Protection.

-Shifa and Ankur-

First meeting with the Dhanak team.

It was a difficult first day, because not only we were
in a different city, but we had also left our homes,
we also had to inform our parents and the right
authorities in Mumbai as well as in Delhi of our
actions and intentions. One of our many concerns
on this day and in the coming weeks was finding a
safe place to stay, but the Dhanak team was graceful
enough to let us use their space for a temporary
stay, while we took steps to request protection and
safe accommodation in the Government Safe House
in Delhi.

Getting protection and safe accommodation in the
Govt. Safe House in Delhi.
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As usual like any Government process, this too
was a long process that required several meetings
with the Special Cell of the Delhi Government
over a period of one month; Dhanak team
accompanied us at every step of the process.

Petition for Safe House at Mumbai HC.

While the process of getting protection and safe
accommodation in Delhi went on, we also
collaborated with the Dhanak team and a legal
team from Mumbai to file a petition in the Mumbai
HC for protection/safe accommodation in
Mumbai, as a result of which, by the time of
writing this article, the Mumbai HC has already
passed directions to the State of Maharashtra to
take steps to comply with the directions laid down
in Shakti Vahini vs Union of India.

Finally our one big day: Wedding under Police
Protection.

A few days before the scheduled day of our
wedding, our request for protection and stay in
the Govt. Safe House in Delhi got accepted, and
we were able to enter the Safe House just 12 hours
before we had to be on our way to Mumbai. In the
Safe House, we met another couple who were kind
enough to let us stay in their room as ours wasn’t
yet prepared.

If you ask both of us, we probably won’t remember
a lot of the details of our wedding day, as we were
functioning on very high nerves, and were worried
about things that might go wrong on our big day,
it could be something trivial - like forgetting an
important document, or something huge - like the
marriage office being raided by antisocial
elements/groups.

But because of our petition at the Mumbai High
Court, we received police protection. Police
Station of our jurisdiction was directed to assign
dedicated officers to accompany us from the
moment we land in Mumbai, till the moment we

leave. Two ASIs were assigned to ensure our
safety. They had all the necessary details of our
arrival and departure to and from Mumbai.

Before we reached Mumbai, they called to let us
know that they were waiting to receive us and
assured us of our safety. After meeting them, we
traveled to the Police Station, where we met the
Senior Inspector. We still had some spare time
before our appointment with the marriage officer,
so we had breakfast with the ASIs and also went
sweet shopping with them.

A few minutes before our appointment, we left
for the Marriage Office, where we met our
witnesses and our lawyer, and began the process
of solemnization.
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Ghe Marriage Officer checked our necessary
paperwork, and we officially took the necessary
oaths of accepting each other as our partners. We
then proceeded to click pictures in the traditional
Bride and Groom seats, while accompanied by our
witnesses, our lawyer, and the ASIs too.

The safety assured to us by the Police, the kind
Inspectors, along with the help of our kind lawyer
and kind witnesses made sure that our wedding
would take place without any hiccups, and with a

few laughs. After the legal processes, the ASIs\
accompanied us back to the police station, where
we waited until our journey back to Delhi.

That’s it; we were now married and were on our
way back to Delhi with a few boxes of sweets for
the kind Dhanak team, and our kind friends at the
Safe House. Have we said “kind” too many times?

Oh well, we guess that’s how much kindness the
world needs, for there to be a better tomorrow.

-A bhishek-

Nobody in the world is perfect but some can be perfer is the one with whom one envisions a

lifetime of togetherness full of highs and lows. This is one of the most important decision of

life which must be taken Judiciously. Must be Stand for own Choice.

- Dr ABHISHEK & Dr RISBA
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Lives touched in 2023-24

Shifa & Ankur Afreen & Jitender i i
J Pooja & Nasir Neha & Ravikant
Paras & Manisha Baby & Sonu

Kamal & Nitish Komal & Imran Mahjabeen &
Balkaranvir

Anamika & Divyaraj Anita & Sunaina

Priyanka & Fahad

Pragya & Shahfaraz Chandani & Gagan

Priyanka & Alam Taniya & Sairaviteja

Umehani & Barun Pooja & Rijwan Yasmeen & Deepak Shazia & Arpit

20.Danishta & Ajay

Vanndita & Farhan Fehmida & Mayank Nisha & Saif




DHANAK PLEDGE FOR HUMANITY

| take this wow today

That, with every individual

| will have a relation of humanity.

[ wll not differentiate with any individual
over caste,

religian,

colour,

languane,

Fegion,

gender ete.

Meither will | consider myself
SUperior or inferiar

due to age & societal diferences.
| will ot hiate anybody elder to me
due to difference of opinion

And

[ wdll alweays allon

those yvounger than me

to put across thelr views

and thoudghts without any fear.
[ wdll never resort to violence
in hurman relations.

My every thought and deed
weill bie based on human values.
Long Ive Hurmanity

Laong Ive Equality

Long Ive Peace

Long Ive Love

E-163, street Mo —3, West Winod Magar, Delhi — 110092
Ermail: dhanak huminitg@g@omail .com Website: www dhanak org.in
Facebook: www facebook com/dhanak. interfaithmarriages




