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Interfaith: a conversation between my father and me.

This creative was made on Canva some years back and printed-posted on my door. |
was healthy and walking at that time. Parents were pressurising for arrange marriage
on every random call. 'Tere irade nek nahi lag rahe, kuch jyada hi liberal ban gaya
hain koi hain toh bata dein. Isliye hamare yahan padhate nahi hain.' In protest to
resist these calls made this creative and said, 'find me a working woman like this, | will
consider marrying her.' Safeena Madam run 'Educate Girls', an ngo work on education
of girl child. My father said after a hiccup, 'veh thoda umar mein jyada nahi hai.'
Mother added, 'Bola tha Bambai mat bhejo padhane, pata nahi kaunsi maslak se
hain.' | said listening to their reaction, perfectly hiding my interfaith relationship at
that time, breaking out for them calmly, 'education domain mein ho, 25 saal ke upar
umar ho, minimum Masters ki padhai ki ho, nauqgari karti ho." Father repeating
carefully emphasizing, '"Haan matlab apni tarah social worker chahiye tumhein. Par
ladaki Musalman honi chahiye.' | feebly uttered, 'Haan woh dekh lengey.' My father
said it loudly, 'Musalmaan se hi shaadi karega na. | am a kattar Muslim." | thought,
this old man like drinking army issue Old Monk, smoke from last 40 years, offer namaz
weekly on Friday, how last night he suddenly became kattar Muslim. | stuck the
creative to door, as resistance and as regular visual for them to remind. Papa said after
dinner, 'Tu pehli baar nahi rakh raha, yeh nauqari

wali ladaki ka requirement. Meine bhi padhi likhi (
ladaki ki requirement rakhi thi tere dada ke saamne -
35 saal pehle to avoid marriage, kyunki pureh gaon ) -. @

mein Jewrgi bus stand taq koi padhi likhi nahi thi.' Rlﬂ(
Now everyone is calm, focussed on my health and

treatment. Deteriorating health and ongoing T 981, Harg FR
treatment took the fun out of these small T 2R T SR
conversations. | have never met Safeena madam in '
person, possibly she will smile after reading this. it

Probably they will get shock of life if they learn more GEEEEEEElS
about Safeena madam's, marriage, kids, choices.

Vaseem Chaudhary
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Death..one of the universal truth of this momentary life, has always been inevitable and only certain
thing ever. Nothing goes past it or survives, except the memories garnered during the life tenure.
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INSIGHT

Challenging patriarchy within family

Every now and then, there are talks on article 21 of the
constitution to give depth and detail to the inner aspects of
the right to life, namely the right to privacy and right to
choice.

But when a woman wants to exercise her rights for her
betterment, suddenly the society becomes biased and starts
her character assassination. It starts reminding her of roles
and responsibilities. If she chooses a different role, then \\
they term her as a ‘vamp , 'house breaker’ , ‘bina sanskaro

wali’, ‘characterless’ etc .

The so called leaders of society ensure that she never deviates from their ‘defined list
of roles and norms set by them’ and silently succumbs to the impositions laid on her
by the patriarchal society like. They are like wearing an abaya to prevent her
movement or doing ghoonghat to limit her vision. The impositions are both physical
and psychological just to restrict her growth.

The Patriarchal society easily controls on women in the name of religion. Women are

kept ignorant from their constitutional rights, until some dire situation arrives. These
women here live and die without the knowledge of their rights.

Women are used more to serve the political purpose of politicians rather than solving
the real issues of them.

We need to understand that it is high time now to speak and fight for their rights.
Every woman should be a part of this fight else the fight will go in vain.

It is important to keep in mind that when someone follows a different path, an
example is set for others. It gives way to others. It gives a ray of hope to others. So
every woman should question herself, ‘Is she practicing her rights or just for others?

-Nida Rehman




I Am From Deccan, She Is From Gurugram

By the end of the day, | would be so exhausted that | would be ready to sell my kidney in
exchange for some freedom and peace.

The first time | met Smriti was in the library, while
preparing for an assignment to visit some survivors who
became disabled due to the Bhopal gas tragedy. They
lived 15 hours away. It was a topic | was interested in
learning more about only because of her and the writer,
Vikas Swarup.

Our relationship developed around our mutual
commitment to make our country more accessible for
people with disabilities—a country where everyone is
equal and everything is accessible friendly.

| am a south Indian, Muslim citizen from the Deccan, and
she is a Punjabi Hindu from Gurugram; a land usually

volatile nowadays, due to religion. But, in the eight years we
have been together, people around us have been very positive and supportive of our
relationship.

When | first introduced her to my parents, | stopped myself at: “She is a friend working in
the space of disability rights.” How was | to explain that she is a co-facilitator who teaches
sex education to disabled women?

She Taught Me A Lot About Equality

| have learned a lot about accessibility and equality from her in the last decade, as her
perspective forced me to see everything from an accessibility perspective.

When we went to Udaipur, she got tired of walking and announced, “These palaces are
highly inaccessible. They don’t even have a ramp for wheelchair users or accessible toilets.”

She had an appetite for higher education as India had limited educational resources to
explore accessibility. She possessed the deep desire to make this world a little more inclusive
and accessible in her lifetime.

So, she secured a commonwealth scholarship for an M.Sc (Master of Science) degree at
the University College London (UCL)—a step towards achieving her dream. A UCL degree!

Meanwhile, | was also a young, struggling guy working in the field of education. Often, | was
suffering health wise from bouts of nausea, which took me to Mumbai’s Holy Family
Hospital to get everything checked.




“Why Me?”: | Was Diagnosed With Cancer

“The reports say you don’t have any problem, man. Don’t smoke. The nausea will go away.
Just get a precautionary MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) for safety’s sake,” the doctor
told me, peacefully.

“I don’t smoke,” | replied feebly, with a tinge of protest.

The next day, as we were waiting for the MRI results, the doctor asked about the girl sitting
next to me: “Is this your wife?”

| smiled stupidly as | responded: “Koshish hain (trying to). If God permits.”

He looked at us and said blankly, in a feeble voice, “We may have found cancer.” The earth
shook, you first go into denial mode. It’s a hard reality to accept. “Why me?” is the question
that plagues you.

Thus, started a long battle, and our lives became all about hospitals, doctors, finances etc.
She wanted to leave London. | said, “Why? You need your degree, dost (friend)! It's a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. | am here only.”

“I'll Be There For You”

She went to UCL and completed her course. Since the diagnosis, she has been running
around with me from one hospital to the next, to seek various treatments for my terminal
illness.

Slurping finished Frooti, she announced, “Hum hain bey (I am here for you)!”

All this from just one tired evening, where | happened to meet a girl in the library while
finishing my assignment.

There is a dialogue in film “Kingdom Of Heaven” (2005):

Balian of Ibelin: “What is Jerusalem worth?”
King Saladin: “Nothing.” [walks away]
King Saladin: “Everything.”

Humara Jerusalem!

-Vaseem Chaudhary

Advocating the Right to Choose in the
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Owning a Decision

A relationship of many concerns

News related to the barbaric killing of Shraddha Walkar is being covered daily since 14thNovember.
Even other news of similar nature has started getting special attention. Some are trying to draw a
parallel with other gruesome incidences like Naina Sahni Tandoor Case, Nithari killings, Arushi
murder w.r.t. extensive news coverage. One can find similarity in the barbarity & mystery associated
with murders/killings but, still this case stands out due to few un-parallel reasons.

The incident has raised many crucial issues of psychological, social-cultural and legal significance
which needs attention and importance from all. | would prefer to stick to the social & legal aspects
only, based on my personal exposure and experience. The issues of social & legal importance are;
choosing of partner without consent of parents, live-in relationship, domestic violence and interfaith
marriage/relationship. All the above listed challenges can still be handled but, an interfaith
relationship is a mother of all challenges to a couple in our society. Interfaith marriages solemnized
asper the civil law of our country are considered abnormal and treated with suspicion.

Validity of the relationship is questioned in schools, hotels, hospitals, government offices, by
landlords etc. Biases and stereotypes of the service provider play a crucial role. At some places even
a marriage certificate issued by the Sub Divisional Magistrate or Additional District Magistrate is of
no use. Shraddha and Aftab were into an “interfaith live-in relationship” which was struggling to
survive against all the odds. Families in our society are highly insecure about their identity &
possessive about their hegemony in the name of values and culture. Women are considered
responsible for preserving values & culture in our families by loosing their personal freedom, health
and profession in the process. Ironically, they are conditioned by their families in such a manner that
and they don’t see any gender based discrimination against them within their families.

Parents are self-appointed planner and executives for the marriage of their children. Parents start
saving for the potential marriage many years in advance, right from the birth of a girl in the family.
So, they feel lost and infuriated if they are deprived from it by their daughter. Such a deprivation
leads to domestic violence against their daughter in the name of house arrest and confiscation of
phones and laptops. Physical violence and killing in the name of honour are extreme manifestation
of anger. Some also choose to socially ostracize their rouge daughter to express their anguish.
Shraddha was no exception. She was forced to leave her house for the sake of a relationship which
was too close to her heart. Such girls who dare to snap-off their ties with their parents are considered
self- centred and uncultured. Domestic violence from own family members has not found the
required attention from the law makers as the survivor girls are conditioned to maintain the secrecy
and integrity of the family by not involving police or court. As a result girls might dare to leave her
house for a marital union of her choice but, never allege her parents in the plea for protection of her
partner and herself. However, NCRB shows an average of 4 lakh cases per year of crime against
women from 2019 — 2021. Surprisingly, around 30.9 percent cases are due to “cruelty by husband
or his relatives”. This shows that our society is insensitive towards the violence within the
conventional norms. We are highly sensitive when it is an unconventional relationship and over
sensitive when it is a queer relationship.




The conditioning before the marriage continues even after the marriage. Only the perpetrator
changes from father or brother into husband or partner. The culture of silence against discrimination
and atrocity taught by parents prevails even after the marriage, especially when the partner is self
choosen. For many there is no family acceptance if they try to return due to a toxic relationship.
Shraddha might also have had a self-harming situation but, she choose to stick to a toxic relationship
in the lack of option or to prove the correctness of her taken decision. Parents become suspicious
and alarmed if they notice their daughter continue her communication with a boy, based on
common interest or professional relationship. So, forget about a live-in relationship.

A girl living with a boy without a marriage becomes talk of the town. Therefore, the couple prefer to
tell others that they are married, so that they can handle the inquisitive queries from people in their
professional and social circle. The girl often wears symbols of marriage to counter the investigative
eyes of aunties in the neighbourhood. It also happened in this particular case when in the capacity
of Shraddha’s partner, Aftab stated on many occasions that he is Sharaddha’s husband.

It is extremely sad and unfortunate that this particular case cannot be related with many genuine
cases of love and union. Such acts must be condemned and criticized both individually and
collectively. This news has added to the woes and miseries of all the interfaith couples. Such
incidents also give us an opportunity to introspect the values and principles being cherished by our
families and society. But, like always the debate is high jacked by those who see and show religion
of the criminal as the cause of crime. The impact is such that now many image conscious Muslims in
our country have managed to find Parsi connection of Aftaab Amin Poonawala. Published data by
National Crime Record Bureau shows 34294 murders due to love affair & illicit relationship from
2010 to 2021. The data is a crude fact with which we all have to accept and reconcile with. It leaves
no room for manipulation by those sick minds that are bleeding with the colours of religion. | guess
this particular ghastly incident will also find its place in NCRB data but, will not be of any interest to
biased media and blindfolded masses.

Will this incident deter people in getting into an unconventional life or relationship? It will certainly
give some strength to the preaching by parents against love marriage or live-in relationship. But, will
not manage to restrict girls from taking decision against the control of patriarchy on their lives. We
must try to bring back the focus of debate to psycho-legal factors associated with the crime from
the present focus on religion of the criminal. Else, the issues like gender rights, human rights and
constitutional values will never find importance in our families and society. For sure, we don’t want
to retain & cherish the existing regressive values in the name of culture, religion, caste and gender.

-Asif Igbal
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Love and democracy
Thankfully love is irrational

From the period of Renaissance, it has taken our society centuries to at-least begin moving away
from - superstition, patriarchy and feudalism, and imbibe this notion of scientific temperament.
Today, democracy itself stands on the pedestal of scientific temperament. Scientific temperament,
in turn, stands on rationality. That somewhere means democracy stands on rationality. But what is
rationality? Put in simple words - it is the ability to reject a previous notion, by a new notion or idea
based on concrete and provable evidence. This is how science has progressed - each new idea
replacing an old one, with evidence.

Love, on the other hand, is irrational. One cannot

explain it. Poets and philosophers have, across

centuries, struggled to define love; instead, each has

ended up with his/her own version of definition of

love. The problem is that there are, literally,

thousands of definitions of love; it is as good as

saying that there is no definition of love! As

discussed earlier, rationality demands evidence.

Evidence demands proof. But how can you prove

something that you cannot even define? Does that

make love undemocratic? Paradoxically, history from

all corners of the world has taught us that love is the

epitome that each civilization envisages to reach. So, is modern society using a rational means
(democracy) to achieve an irrational end (love)? Is this even possible?

Yes, it is possible. Firstly, democracy cannot stand on shoulders of irrationality as it’s suicidal. It
would lose its scientific context and throw us back into the dark era of ignorance where there was
no democracy at all. That means democracy must stand on rationality. At the same time, is it safe to
presume that democracy within itself contains all the tools needed for its transformation and imbibe
scientific temperament to the underlying society at large? No, we know this is not true. We often
see use of terms like, "conventions" in the Legislature or "constitutional morality" in
Parliament/Judiciary or "good governance" in the Executive to always convey something more than
what rationality stands for. This proves that rationality, on which democracy stands, is alone not
enough. Rather, rationality is just a qualifier for democracy. An example would be the minimum
passing marks in an examination - score anything more than 34% and you are declared pass. Be the
score 35% or 99% - in both cases one qualifies the minimum criteria. Here are a few examples as
proof: one cannot have an argument with a caveman living in the stone-age; one cannot have an
argument with heretics and fundamentalists because instead of raising their level of argument they
prefer killing the argument itself. So, it is safe to conclude that rationality forms the foundation upon
which the whole structure of democracy builds and also allows the argument to continue.

One is tempted to think, is it possible to score a perfect 100% in the test of rationality? That again
would be a folly! Too much rationality ends up harming the society. This is just like having a building
10 floors high without a proper foundation beneath. Here are few examples as a proof. First, is the
Darwanian notion of the jungle law or the ‘Survival of the fittest’. If only the fittest were to live (a
rational argument) then there would be no place for mentally and physically disabled children in this




world. Secondly, the colonial mindset of the “White man's burden’, whereby they thought of bringing
in development in the Third and Fourth World, again a rational argument. It is only now do we
understand that development for each has a different meaning and can never be imposed. A third,
current, example is the Karnataka High Court's verdict which upheld Hijab ban under reasonable
restrictions.

Thus, it is now easy to say that demands of rationality (thus democracy) are at best actually minimal.
An example would be the Article-14 which only makes us politically equal and not socially, because
we can never be socially equal if we are not politically equal. To understand the minimalist notion
lets personify it with a mountain climber. The minimum requirement or the qualifying criteria for
her are the existence of hands and legs and that she is able to climb 35 days out of 100, that's all. It
does not matter how strong and resilient her muscles are. It does not matter if after 35 days she just
sits idle the remaining days. Or, greedily reaches the summit only to find it lonely up there.

But what matters is how the mountain climber trains herself, using which technique and in what
direction does she take her next leap. All of this depends on her mindset, vision and strong will.
Maybe after 35 days, for the remaining days she can help others to reach the summit with her. That
way she would be able to share the happiness of their hard work amongst themselves at the summit;
she would then not be alone at the top. This goes beyond rationality, because love goes beyond just
rationality.

Tanveer

No Honour in killing

Child is a god’s gift

In whom love is a natural tendency to drift.

They are killed,

For there is someone, on whom love and trust they build.
They may be right or maybe not,

But at least on killing there should be a dot.

Traits of you only they have got,

Try to explain them like in the childhood you taught.
Because love is never to be blamed,

Try changing thoughts on what you have claimed.
Love cannot be a mistake either,

Their destiny can change neither.

-ISHA MITTAL




RIGHT TO CHOOSE
Pitfalls of civil marriage

Indian constitution gives us the right and freedom to choose a partner irrespective of caste, religion,
race, and region. But can we use these rights in real? If two people love each other and want to
spend their lives with each other, what is the problem with that? Why do families and society
become so aggressive and try to control their decision? Actually, the main problem is not caste and
faith. It is the choice, ‘choosing a partner, on your own, without their consent’.

Coming to rights, India has an act called the Special Marriage Act, 1954. Under this any couple can
get married irrespective of her/his faith or caste. But the process is too lengthy, tiring and complex.
Due to this most of the time, many couples end up in a religious marriage leading to conversion of
one partner without her/his wish. That one partner happens to be the woman in most of the times.
Off-course, patriarchy rules.

It happens so because when a couple decides to get married against the will of their families, the
initial phase is so difficult and unsafe. Due to social boundaries and complex marriage procedures
choosing a partner of your choice is a difficult task for everyone, especially when a couple is in an
interfaith relationship. The ignorance and misuse of laws and people’s interference makes it more
difficult for a couple to register or solemnize their marriage under the Special Marriage Act. In this,
there is a practice of displaying of marriage notice on the notice board at the office of the marriage
registrar, and in many states (excluding some like Delhi) there

is a protocol of sending a copy of the same to the couple’s

houses.

Taking my example, we both are from Delhi so we thought to
do a clandestine but, legal marriage through SMA as there is
no such rule for sending notices in Delhi. We both decided to
disclose it later to our families. By this understanding, we both
decided to get married, but the notices were still sent to our
addresses, putting us in extreme trouble. My parents
confined me in my own house, confiscated my phone, and
tortured me mentally. After that, my partner had to file a
habeas corpus and get me released from my own house, my

own family. The marriage officer misused his power due to which
we got into so many troubles. Similarly a lot of other couples also face these kinds of issues even
when law supports them.

We do have many rights and laws to say so, but they are misused by the people in power making it
difficult for others. Thus, we filed a contempt case against the unlawful activity that happened with
us and the High court of Delhi gave a strict direction to all marriage officers to not send any notices




to the resident of applicants. And now, a copy of the same is pasted in all marriage registrar offices
in Delhi.

| want to just say that yes’ society makes it difficult. It is not in much favour of accepting changes,
especially when it comes to marriages. But if we try with determination, we can bring the change.
Actually, we are the change. So, keep trying consistently and do not be afraid and never stop, never
give up, if you are right.

PARVEEN

Talk to them, listen to them; do not kill them

Each child when born looks for new desires and aspirations. She/he has new dreams to fulfill. A child
spends his initial life journey in her mother’s womb for nine months, with utmost care taken by
mother and family, treated like a priceless blessing, brought up with all possible comforts and love;
killing that same precious gift for just one decision, that is love, is not the right at all. Nothing can
make it right in any sense.

Love is an emotion where no one is right or wrong. It does not arise for the physical beauty of a
person; rather a person falls in love with the personality of the other person, as a human being, his
character his soul. Maybe the child has chosen the right partner. Parents should listen to them, try
to understand them and reflect upon their perspective and if still parents don’t find it correct
decision then they should talk to them, may be convince them in their favour; but NEVER NEVER kill
them. At least, let them exercise their Right to Live if not Right to Choice. These children were once
the reason of your life and happiness; without them your world was so dark. They were like God'’s
gift to you and they too consider you as their God. Killing your own child, for just one decision of
their lives, choosing their partners; is no way honour, rather, it makes you a criminal whom God will
never forgive. God loves those who love people in love.

-ISHA MITTAL

Marriage and Religion
A social taboo against love marriage

Itis said ‘institution of marriage is the basis of religion and society’ and thus it is controlled by religion
and society. Should not love be the basis of marriage? Is it too difficult to understand that love is the
basic ingredient for any happy and successful marriage? Again, definition of successful marriage in
our society is just marriage not getting annulled. It does not matter if no love is there, may be it is
an abusive relationship for one partner, may be both partner badly want to get separated, but on
the name of adjustment and to avoid disgrace in society, people continue with the marriage. Many
a times, financial dependence keeps it going. Are these marriages actually successful?




Two people living under a roof just with some reason but not love. To my understanding without
love no marriage is happy and not successful for sure.

The moment we conclude love is the basic ingredient of marriage, we somewhere pull out religion,
caste, sex and other society made norms from marriage, as love knows no boundaries. One can fall
in love with anyone. It is not under control at all, and this off-course leads to inter-faith and inter-
caste relationships and many relationships do move up to marriage irrespective of the difference in
religion/caste.

Now comes the influence of their religion or caste on their relationship and marriage.

Thousands of such inter-faith/inter-caste happy marriages have proved time and again that love is
enough, rather the only necessity of any happy marriage. No marriage breaks just because of
difference in religion. It may though break due to several other regular reasons. It does not mean
that love marriages never go unsuccessful. With passing time and
several other social factors, many of the love marriages also
fail but that is majorly because of differences in personalities
and other extraneous factors. For that reason, any

marriage, either love or arranged can get affected.

Categorizing failing love marriages in religious colours is not
correct. We have witnessed it numerous times that parents
and society do taunt such partners that “see it would not
have happened if the marriage would have been in same
religion/ caste”. But we know it’s not the truth. Current
political ideologies also influence this thought a lot. We
should avoid fueling such ideologies. We need to
understand that if any partner is having issues in martial
relationship it needs to be dealt like any other relationship
irrespective of religion.

A relationship is based on love, but yes, many a times that
love also gets affected by several other extraneous factors
present in family and society. Moreover, these relationships
give more importance to love than anything else. They are ready to adjust with anything but love.
So, when they are made to compromise with love they find difficult to adjust and thus separate.
Nowhere, it is because of religion. We need to stop defaming and misinterpreting it. Arranged
marriages, in turn, many a times adjust with love too.

We need to remember, an abusive marriage is also a failure. Only thing is that such failed marriage
is ‘socially accepted’ but, failures of love marriages are not.

-Shabana




Love Against All Odds

Inter-religious relationships have always been considered taboo in India, especially when it comes
to Hindu-Muslim couples. Society sees it as a crime, a sin, and a betrayal of cultural and religious
values. As a result, such couples are often forced to hide their love and live in fear of societal
backlash. In a country where hatred is allowed to be expressed openly, love between two individuals
of different religions is seen as a threat to the status quo.

My partner and | are one such couple who have been struggling to be together for almost four years
now. Despite our deep love and commitment to each other, societal differences have kept us apart.
We are constantly reminded of the negative stereotypes and prejudices that exist against our
relationship. It is heart-breaking to see how people view our love as something that we should be
ashamed of, instead of embracing and celebrating it.

Many who claim to be okay with inter-religious relationships, treat it like it is a favour that they are
doing for us. They are quick to point out the challenges and obstacles that we will face and often
discourage us from pursuing our love. This kind of condescending attitude only makes the situation
worse, and reinforces the notion that our love is not worthy of respect and acceptance.

The irony is that inter-religious relationships are often accepted in Indian cinema, but in real life,
they are seen as a threat to the social fabric. People are quick to judge and dismiss such relationships,
without taking the time to understand the depth and beauty of the love that exists between two
individuals.

It is not easy to explain the pain and suffering that comes with being in an inter-religious relationship.
The fear of rejection and backlash from our families, friends, and society, is a constant burden that
we bear. Our love is constantly questioned, and we are often made to feel like we are doing
something wrong.

In conclusion, the hardships faced by inter-religious couples in India are a testament to the deep-
rooted prejudices and biases that exist in our society. Love knows no religion, and it is high time that
we start accepting and celebrating such relationships. We should strive towards a future where
people are free to love who they want, without fear of societal judgement and backlash. It is only
then that we can truly say that India is a country that truly embraces diversity and celebrates love in
all its forms.

An anonymous from Punjab
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Who We Are

About Us

Dhanak of Humanity (www.dhanak.org.in) is a
not-for-profit organization formed in 2004. It
supports an individual's right to choose in
matters of marriage and relationships.

Dhanak is the only organization in India
working on a spectrum of issues and
challenges faced by inter-faith couples. It also
extends support to inter-caste and LGBTQIA+
couples and individuals who choose to assert
their autonomy.

Couples approach Dhanak from all over India
for help and protection against honour-
related crimes. We assist them in availing a

government safe house to stay in; informing
parents about their whereabouts and safety;
registering their presence with the police;
helping them in their civil marriage (Special
Marriage Act 1954); providing emotional and
financial support like a family

Dhanak's volunteers and members further
extend help and support to couples and
individuals in need.

Vision & Mission
Vision:
To build a society that respects

constitutional values & universal human
rights

Mission:

Implementation of constitutional rights for
freedom to love & choose a partner,
promoting gender equality, social diversity,
love and peace in the world

Values

We choose respect, compassion, empathy,
and peaceful equal co-existence of
faiths/ideologies; leading to the enhancement
of quality of life for all.




WHAT WE DO

Promoting Right to Choose

Our Services &
Interventions

SENSITIZATION AND AWARENESS BUILDING
* Individual's Right to Choose in Marriage & Relationship
3 « Against Honour-Based Crimes and Forced Marriage

e Marriage without Religious Conversion & importance of Civil

Marriage
* Gender Equality
* Awareness on Provisions under the Special Marriage Act

ADVOCACY & NETWORKING

* Amendment of the Special Marriage Act

* Demand for an Act against Honour-Based Crimes

¢ Demand for Safe Homes for Couples for Security /Protection

e CHAYAN: A consortium of organizations working on Right to
Choose, convened by Dhanak,

Our Impact

Over the years, Dhanak has touched the lives of
over 5000 individuals with an expertise based
on real-life experiences dealing with value
systems, stereotypes, families, the
administration and legal systems. Every year
Dhanak. Every year we touch and impact the
lives of around 1000 couples. Besides directly
dealing with the couples in need, Dhanak,
through its advocacy work has been able to
achieve the following:

» Opening special cells for couples in 15 police
districts in Delhi and 22 in Haryana

* Opening of 1 safe house for couples each in
Delhi and Vadodara (Gujarat).
Admission of LGBTQAI+ couples in
government run safe house in Delhi.
Notification issued by the government of
Haryana and Rajasthan for change in CMCL
(court marriage check list).
Simplified many rules/guidelines for marriage
registration and solemnisation in Delhi by
advocacy.
Formed Chayan, a national network of social
organisations & individuals working on the
issues of right to choose in marriage and
association.
Formed a national forum of victims and
survivors of honour related crimes.
Extensive media coverage from leading
national and international news agencies.

Visit us at : https //dhanak org.in
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