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Introduction

By Editor : Dr. Rahul Das

Scarcely would one disagree with me, if | say that life is a struggle. Yet, there are a brave few who
decide to take on life's insurmountable odds for the larger good of society so that this world is a
better and a more harmonious place to livein.

It's been a year since a laudable effort was undertaken to galvanise the civil society over inter-
caste and inter-faith marriages. That was Dhanak's initiative and its pillars were the indomitable
couple Asif and Ranu.

This task is neither for the faint-hearted nor the weak-kneed. It is an onerous task that calls for
extraordinary strength of character, which Asif and Ranu have in good measure.

In 2014 when SAHAS (Strengthening Alliances for Humanity and Secularism) was held, India
realized for the first time that Valentine's Day could be a springboard for bringing about a dramatic
change in mindset and well-entrenched values regarding marriages.

People from different walks of all life from all across this wide and diverse country trooped into
the national capital for an engagement that has set the tone for a tectonic shift in old beliefs.

It is needless to say that last year's congregation was a huge success that has now put even greater
responsibility on Dhanak to do even better this year.

Over the past year, a lot of effort has been undertaken by Dhanak to address the vital issue of inter
faith and inter caste marriages. There have been successes. There have been disappointments
too.

But, it has been a journey well worthit.

As the year has rolled by and we look forward to the second edition of SAHAS, it can be said with
confidence that we have indeed put our best foot forward and our journey for a world filled with
love and peace has well and truly begin.
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Love...A jihad against religious fanaticism

By Asif Igbal

ove between two individuals has been an

inspiration for several writers, poets and film

makers. But, during the last few years, love is
drawing people's attention for wrong reasons.

Challenges of faith and other differences, which
are being overcome by the duo in love, are now
becoming significant for others. Suddenly, focus from
'success in love' has shifted to the element of
‘cheatingin love'.

Success or failure in love is based on various
factors.

Similarly, marriage has its own challenges which
have to be dealt by the couple, irrespective of the
nature of marriage. But, surprisingly any failure or
maladjustment between couples of two different
faiths (particularly Hindu-Muslim) gets linked with
the religion.

The word jihad is being linked with the innocent,
natural and selfless feeling called love. A new term
viz. “Love Jihad” is coined by few faith based
organizations. The religious leaders from these
organizations are encouraging men from their
community to marry with women from other faith, to
fulfill a religious motive. Some are doing it explicitly
and others through clandestine methods. They are
trying to strengthen the prevalent myths in our
society that mixed marriages are never successful.

Afew Hindu organizations are trying to propagate
a myth that all such interfaith marriages where the
male is a Muslim or Christian are malicious and are

solemnized with single objective of religious
conversion of the female from the other faith.

Similarly, the Muslim and Christian organizations
are not ready to accept any interfaith marriage
without religious conversion of a non-
Muslim/Christian (except the Catholics). In any case,
women are the worst sufferers.

Marriage is about compatibility but, the same
compatibility becomes a cause of dispute in an
interfaith marriage where the couple mostly doesn't
have any contact from their respective families due
to marriage out of their faith.

There is hardly any external support and the
marital adjustment becomes difficult where both,
the wife and husband are equally strong about their
views and experiences related to worldly and
religious practices.

But, it is almost impossible to paint such an
alliance in black and white as they are dealing with a
term called LOVE.

It will be appropriate here to share DHANAK's
primary data of past one decade to address the
projected malicious attempt of religious conversion
in the name of love and marriage.

Out of more than 500 cases; around 50 percent
Hindu, 31 percent Muslim and 7 percent Christian
females have married or in love with males out of
their faith. Remaining 12 percent are the cases of
intra - caste/religion marriage or alliance.
Apparently, the shared figures shall justify the



anguish of the Hindu extremist organizations.

However, if we take percentage of females
marrying out of their faith from the total population
of the urban females in each concerned faith, then
the picture changes totally.

I would like to do a different calculation based on
the religious population of urban females of India
according to the 2001 census report. Out of around
13.6 Crores of total urban females, Muslim and
Christian females add to 2.8 Crores and around 10
Crores are Hindu females. Surprisingly, we find that a
total of 0.00068 percent of Muslim and Christian
females is daring to marry out of their faith in
comparison to 0.00024 percent of Hindu females.

I have limited my calculations to urban female
population only, as majority of the cases being dealt
by DHANAK are from urban background.

Moreover, it's a fact that, based on various socio-
political orientation and educational exposure, the
Hindu girls are in better position to exercise their
Right to Choice.

DHANAK wishes same kind of empowerment for
the females from other faiths too.

But, the data clearly reflects that the females
equally empowered in Muslim and Christian
community are able to take such crucial decision
about their life.

So why love between a girl and boy from Muslim-
Hindu background is being viewed with suspicion and
is called love jihad? Shall we leave the word love to be
redefined by those who have not experienced love in
true sense? Surprisingly, the society is accepting the
new definition of love which is being given by those
who are working to spread hatred between people of
different faiths and have no understanding or
experience of love.

I would like to reiterate here that, love is natural
and not a mission. None of us have used love and
marriage for religious conversion of our spouse. But,
now most of us are determined to use love as a non-
violent tool to jihad against man-made differences of
faith, caste, region, sex, language etc. Let's unite
and deter the voice against all such attempts of
building an exclusive society by the separatist forces.
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Love Jihad: Twenty Five Years On

By Shailaja Rao, Asif Igbal and Wanette Tuinstra

interfaith Hindu-Muslim couple. They married

despite an incredulous display of opposition
from both civil authorities and self-appointed
community leaders, both of who claimed that their
actions in contravention to the Special Marriage Act
(1954) werein fact in the couple's best interest.

Shailaja Rao and Zubair Mohammad are an

Fortunately, Shailaja and Zubair were not dissuaded
and twenty five years and two children later, are able
to share their tale together which although,
heartwarming, remains acutely relevant to today.

"Our story has the elements that formulate a typical
Bollywood movie. Boy meets girl; they fall in love
and plan to get married; parents oppose; they get
married anyway and live happily ever after. Many

interfaith couples experience a similar outline but
once details are appended, each couple has a unique
story to tell.” begins Shailaja.

“Zubair and | met in 1984. At first, we developed a
great friendship and respect for each other. Later,
realizing our friendship had a deeper meaning we
decided to get married. We both were determined on
having a court marriage but were open to satisfying
our parents’ wishes regarding wedding celebrations,
if they were agreeable to our relationship. That sadly
did not happen.

“We went ahead and filed for the Notice of Intended
Marriage required for the Special Marriage Act and
submitted it on April 1, 1985. In India, there is a




mandatory one month waiting period before a couple
can solemnize their marriage. During this period, a
public notice is displayed on a bulletin board outside
the court building. In addition, a notice is sent to the
parents/guardians. These are the main deterrents
for couples who intend to marry in such a way. We
were however blissfully ignorant of these potential
issues. The strongest aspect of the Special Marriage
Act is that it is a civil contract between two people,
irrespective of a religion or faith they follow and
there are no ceremonial requirements. This
appealed to us.

“During the month long waiting period, we had
someone who claimed to be a lawyer visit our home.
He tried to convince me that | was making a mistake
which would be devastating for the rest of my life.
He eventually left with no assurance from me to even
consider backing off from what | intended to do.

“In addition to this incident, unexpectedly, a notice
of our imminent marriage got delivered by mail. My
father dismissed my intentions as silly and childish. |
believe he assumed | was really not going to go ahead
withit.

“We intended to get married as soon as the waiting
period was completed. Zubair was firm about not
waiting any longer than required to avoid issues that
could possibly creep up if the word about our
marriage got around.

“The morning of our wedding, | attempted to get my
parents’' approval one last time, by telephone as they
were abroad. Their answer was not any different
from their previous ones. Zubair and | went ahead
with making arrangements for our trip to the court.

“Despite having been extremely cautious, Zubair
could sense something was stirring up in his office

when the staff found out why he was applying for
leave that day. He decided there was no time to
spare and we had to get to the court sooner rather
than later.

“We rushed into an auto rickshaw and on our way
picked up some of our friends who accompanied us to
the court. We breathed a sigh of relief when we got
there safely and our excitement was building at the
thought that we would soon be recognized as
husband and wife. Little did we know that the real
drama was yet to unfold.

“We eagerly looked forward to being called into the
magistrate’'s room. More friends gathered to support
and celebrate with us. We were guided into the room
by the court staff. But as we entered, we were
startled to see some familiar faces inside the room.
These men were from my father's workplace.

“It became apparent that they had managed to dash
to the courthouse before we did and had already
discussed their disapproval over our impending
marriage with the magistrate. The magistrate began
by saying that | was not of marriageable age despite
having my date of birth on paper. When he noticed |
did not succumb to his nonsensical comment, he
went on to say that my parents (who were living
abroad at the time) were on their way to participate
in the ceremony and that we should wait for them.
This remark didn't hold with us either. | told him that |
had spoken to my parents a few hours ago and they
were aware of my intention of getting married and
were unwilling to participate.

"Eventually, the magistrate was running out of ideas
on how to stop the marriage and decided to separate
me from everyone else so he could speak to me
alone. Then, | was taken to another room along with
the familiar men to have a conversation. There, they
repeatedly explained how they were trying to



protect me and considered me as their daughter.
After much effort on their part, they gave up as |
stood firm with my decision.

“Once again back in the magistrate's room there was
yet another round of debate. This time, our friends
began to emphatically vocalize their support for us.
The magistrate finally buckled under pressure and
went ahead to complete the formalities of the
marriage process. The day was May 2, 1985.”

Shailaja and Zubair's succeeded in getting married
but their tale is not unique. Despite the commitment
and tenacity of couples such as them who availed
themselves of the Special Marriage Act of 1954, the
last sixty years in India have actually borne witness
to anincreasing hostility to Interfaith and inter caste
couples. Asif Igbal of DHANAK, an advocacy and
support organisation for Inter Faith and Inter Caste
couples, explains that: “The situation has not
changed over the last 60 years in India. Although,
Mixed marriages are getting media attention now the
situation has become worse due to the involvement
of religious organizations. Religious hatred,
patriarchal mindsets and poor legal and
administrative support are the challenges to
interfaith marriage. “

The Special Marriage Act (1954) is the only civil
marriage legislation in India that permits interfaith
marriage, in that the faiths of the marrying couple
are essentially irrelevant. Elsewhere in India,
interfaith couples could be married in a Hindu
ceremony and the marriage registered in a Hindu
Marriage Act (1955) if one of the partners converts to
Hinduism. Alternatively, in some states an Islamic
nikah is possible, again if one of the partners
converts toIslam.

Indeed for many interfaith couples in India,
conversion is the most expedient route to marriage.

Avantika Srivastva, Program Coordinator at AALI's
Resource Centre (Association for Advocacy and Legal
Initiatives, a Lucknow-based feminist advocacy
group that addresses issues of violence against
women and has been working on women's right to
choice in sexual relationships.) explains that

“When couples apply to be married under the Special
Marriage Act, a one-month notice announcing the
marriage is put up in court. This creates fear in the
minds of couples of word of their marriage reaching
their families. They are also afraid that if someone in
the family comes to know, it could even lead to honor
killing.” Precisely the experience of Shailaja and
Zubair.

“But if the boy or girl converts, they have the option
of either going to an Arya Samaj mandir, in which
case they will get a marriage certificate by end of the
day, or doing a nikah, in which case they will get a
nikah nama, which is also a legally valid document.
So this also a reason why the boy or the girl converts”
explains Srivastva further.

The incentive to convert in order to facilitate a
recognized marriage however does not solve the
wider social issues that underpin the opposition to
interfaith and inter caste marriage in India. Asif Igbal
of DHANAK explains that,

"Although, it's a constitutional right to any Indian
citizen to adopt, practice, and preach its religion,
there are a few states like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Himachal Pradesh etc. which curbs this right with
their state laws (that are unconstitutional). Any
interfaith couple who wish to go for a religious
marriage in these listed states, have to intimate the
local authorities about conversion of one of the
couples, as no religious marriage is possible between
interfaith couples (particularly Hindu-Muslim




couple) without religious conversion of one of the
couples. The only option of marriage under Special
Marriage Act (SMA) is too challenging for many
couples...so basically, the couple can't get married.”

“In other states where there is no state law against
religious conversion the couple prefer religious
marriage as it is quick and easy to perform but then
there comes the question of Love Jihad.“

Love Jihad is the highly inflammatory, conspiracy
driven, political term given by Hindu nationalists to
instill fear in Hindu communities that Muslim men
will seduce Hindu women, forced them to convert,
undermine the caste system in order to propagate
Islam and alter in their favor the religious
demographics of India. The 'Love Jihad' banner is a
highly effective fear tactic to keep communities
segregated, sanction honor related violence and
maintain the political stranglehold of patriarchy. It
encourages violent crimes against those women in
particular who dare to defy tradition- and risk
diluting their community identity- by marrying
outside of their caste or religion. The same
accusations have been hurled at Christians and
Buddhists accused of luring Hindus from lower castes
into the fold. Asif Igbal explains that, “The religious
organizations are becoming vocal and violent against
interfaith marriages as they want to retain the social
order and mixed marriages are an aberration which is
affecting the purity of race also. Unfortunately they
are too powerful to be opposed and have their
significant presencein India.”

The rationale behind the 'love jihad' conspiracy and
the very real consequences on the safety of many
interfaith and inter caste couples in India, goes some
way in explaining why civil authorities- such as the
magistrate in the case of Shailaja and Zubair -are
often complicit in opposing and preventing mixed

marriages, and are willing to contradict the legal
provisions available to interfaith and inter caste
couples.

Inter faith and Inter caste couples in India, not only
face particular legal obstructions to their marriage,
but find few places to turn. The hostility to Mixing in
India means that interfaith and inter caste couples
often have to go on the run, because even the police
are known to return young women to their families.
In some cases young women are pressured to lie and
claim they were raped or otherwise duped into a
marriage in order to save the family's honor. The
young man is subsequently charged with kidnapping
and a cycle of communal vengeance ensues, with
deadly consequences.

“This an extremely serious issue. This kind of a
campaign will have serious negative implications on
couples who are in inter-religious relationships and
marriages. They will be afraid now of being attacked
or having such allegations levelled against them.
Such statements (raising fears about 'love jihad)
have strong impact on people because it has to do
with religious sentiments, with people's faith and
beliefs. When such insecurities are created in the
minds of parents, theyll be afraid that their
daughters will be trapped. And because of such
feelings of insecurity, the vulnerability and violence
against women will only increase,” says Avantika
Srivastva, from AALI's Resource Centre.

Asif Igbal of DHANAK adds, that “Conversion is an
issue for inter faith couples, but in the way it is being
pitched as Love Jihad is very dangerous. It leads to
hatred and threatens the very existence of inter-
faith couples. The entire list of questions like poor
implementation and awareness of the Special
Marriage Act, control over the sexuality, liberty and
equality of women, and faith based co-existence are



being brushed away by the term, 'Love Jihad."”

The prospect of 'love jihad' encourages many families
to adopt ever more restrictive practices to safeguard
the undue burden placed upon girls and women to
maintain the purity of the community, such as forced
early marriage, and removal from integrated schools
and workplaces. The arranged marriage system
which underpins Indian family life is adopted by
Hindus, Christians, Muslims and Sikhs in order to
preserve family lineage, cultural and religious
traditions. Interfaith and inter caste marriages not
only threaten the homogeneity of India's faith
communities but are also a significant challenge to
the pervasive, institutionalized inequality, best
exemplified by the caste system. Kancha Illia,
Director, Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy, Maulana Azad National Urdu
University, Hyderabad writing on the phenomenon of
interfaith and inter caste marriages in India, explains
that many women throughout India’s history have
embraced other faiths in order to secure their
wellbeing and equality. Illia cites the case of the
Brahminic lower caste Hindu women had been
ostracized by society, forced to go semi- naked and
whose ‘untouchableness’ forced them endure
seclusion and exploitation, until the Cheraman
Perumal royals converted many of them to Islam in
the early 6th century.

Illia writes that, for loving Muslim men was a true
jihad, a resistance against oppression for these
lower caste women as it improved their status and
wellbeing and in some ways liberated them. In his
view, if certain patriarchal forces in India want to
stop conversion, or ' If they, indeed, want to stop
“love jihad”, they should take up massive social
reforms amongst all castes. The reforms should be
spiritual, cultural, and include the dimension of
man-woman relationship.”

The fear tactics against interfaith and inter-caste
Marriage, from ‘Love Jihad' to honor related
violence, to obstructive civil authorities and legal
mechanisms also nearly completely obfuscate the
benefits and particular joys of inter faith and inter
caste family life. Asif Igbal is effusive in explaining
both the personal delights of an interfaith marriage
and the wider social benefits,

“The joys of interfaith marriage is about celebrating
different festivals like Holi, Diwali, EIDs, Christmas
etc. Moreover, it has also helped us to be rationale
about various religious practices and beliefs. The
understanding about other faith has increased.”

“Marriage has its challenges irrespective of its
nature. Couples associated with DHANAK feel happy
about their mixed marriage. Although, it is equally
challenging to swim upstream. It's a perpetual
challenge because we are living and leading our lives
according to our terms and perception of faith. The
pride and perspective about interfaith alliance are
shared from personal experiences in regular
meetings and mails.”

Aside from the threats stemming from 'love jihad'
propaganda and providing that the couple can find a
way forward through the legalities of interfaith and
inter caste marriage, a key concern about interfaith
marriage is that the children will be neither one faith
nor the other, and will be confused, but Asif Igbal's
perception is refreshingly, quite the opposite.
“Actually, it is we are confused, not the children of
mixed parentage. Children are smart enough to deal
with the diversities and complexities of life. The
differences between the parents are healthy ones,
provided they are resolved or debated peacefully.
Differences will appear normal if the parents believe
in equality and respect other faiths and so shall the




message will be conveyed to the kids. It's important
the message related to faith disputes between the
parents should be conveyed properly to the kids or
else it will leave a bitter taste in the child's mind and
he or she will evolve her own way of dealing with it.”

Reflecting on her own lengthy experience, Shailaja
and Zubair are also emphatic that respect has also
been a key component for a successful interfaith
marriage, and Shailaja also has some further advice
for Mixed couples, “The advice | give to future
interfaith couples is that the foundation for any
marriage is love and respect for each other. | also
emphasize that it is beneficial for both individuals to
be financially independent. | believe this gives the
freedom and confidence to take that daring stepin a
society which is plagued by a caste system, religious
tensions and a patriarchal mentality.”

For Zubair and Shailaja, twenty five years of
interfaith love has proven to be its own greatest joy
and benefit, and is an experience they want to share
with others. “On the occasion of our 25th wedding
anniversary | started an Interfaith Marriage group in
Facebook.” Explains Shaliaja of her decision to
widen the benefits of interfaith marriage to other

couples and wider society, “My intention to start this
group was to see what type of issues couples face in
these times and to help in some way. The group has
grown to over 450 members. The group has exposed
me to many wonderful people worldwide with
similar interests, backgrounds etc. and it has been
extremely rewarding.

Despite experiences of bureaucratic obstinacy,
family opposition and even threats, Shailaja and
Zubair as well as Igbal and the other volunteers at
DHANAK are humble in their acknowledgement that
their cross cultural marriages and families will have a
bigger impact on building an Indian society of
equality and tolerance. For Shailaja, her inspiration
and hope is best exemplified by her favorite quote
from John Lennon's 'Imagine’

“You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one.
| hope someday you'll join us. And the world will live
asone.”

The article was first published at
http://goldenroomblog.wordpress.com/2014/02/1
2/dhanak-celebrates-valentines-day/

oId 191814 : 25 ATl 914

- ST ¥, SR A SR dMe Jeel

TN T MR YR SEHE Th SiqHitm
fég-gfem 2 81 TR e IR wger
% TIAY A, Gl B T G Il T H

STRE Y g &l QST 8N I, Al & B Fedl ©
R HehHl X @Y g 3 R e sufem

(1954) =1 @& g 3 e areqe & R & aifd
el

g & JeT AR o 7 fema 7@ e o) 25w
RIgET R IR & a4 1 WERa & 9% oS 4 U
FE GA Bl AR &1 ITb el &t Bl g A arell FRX
SIS A I & TR © i 25 6 Te &

ThId & A, ‘BT Fel A A §R 9e & o bl oft
Ja27 ftheq § ST B9 & &1 S ael & B &; aMT



12

diesd B SR §; F AR & WG qod 8, q-ad Janaed
FA &1 3 A9 F AR H A & AR SALT B [T Gt
%l aifedt § @ S 81 95 AR Siquiiie St B 38 TR
X T 9T & FR 519 S ARG A S § af 8¥ Ferl T
e for firerett 21

‘AR IR A vt gemera 1984 & g% ofn oo # R
91 950 Ted AR R TH-gE & U 9 g
dR-4R & 7egy &M O % I8 A BN [ 9 |
e STET Haee T & SlR [T ge A @ e form
&9 AW A 79 o o 6 5 daw @ ARS F3 TR 2
e Id B RSN & T X A b HIA-odr B
ZBell & TN B & RadTs o T8 I 999 3 AR 39
i 1 A & (1Y AR 2 SIS ST, Tt 78 8t qr

et 1985 &t fadw faare sifufvaw & dea wifew oife
g3 AN IF ot @t Haw @ Afew TH FA B €
SRS T fm SYehl S B & 8AR 3% & &g § 4
qrae & 3 fhE ot dufy 1 faare HO R | e
21 38 SR  HIE B e Jafed SIS W T fsrh Afed aeqi
F Rar ST B osER @ & us A oM B
Ti-aTd /ST i A ST fam ST &1 S gar ST 7o 4
S AT A & ST [T I WG Th Tl THE g1 &1
M 3 AR GBS B S 577 & Tl o1 AR e g9 A
e § 95 G 81 491 fare fEiEe @ aeq qed uey
Te 2 & 3aa ded & Al & e T i Tged Ja
fepam ST & R A AN R ot e A ot A | T AN
Bl 7 8l 38 T 4 (6l e &l TEI Teh-9gh %l ek
e 21 TE e & A A o

“TEN X & 09I & SR U |1ed sAR I Y e
e R o6 3 it §1 S B WHE %l i i 6 §
T AR B g S A | e qee T e ol
IR I8 A e G811 Y I ST e & U8 gent

P O 919 & BieY, 39 W TH IR Y Ao Hl AU a6
SRAESIRI

“gl AR TR | e 1 Aifed A 1% § SAR 6 o
T foree! g3 s I e ot A far 1 W 39 T[E A
SR S ST FEdY A @S 9 e R g
T, I T o1 o § AT 6 B I SN & arel T8 8|

“&H TR T T T BN & A HT o1 =16 &1 o &
el SXTT & o TASIET SoTX o aT& TRl &l AT Hhefs olch
e BRT i SR 3@ AR & A & T A T A S
-1 TS TS &l Y|

‘g g TR o omfed AR R @ ot Ai-a &
HEAd Tl el 3 I SHH IR ST &1 $iR geietal
A i § 3@ qG {4e9T TC B &A1 IThn Sfere I ff qe
o ST U &Ml WY, Jer iR H ofrd 9 @ & A
gl

“THI STERTT & ATASIE oK 3 &I T el 81 TRT &
o 7% SRR § B A1 SUA-U o & 8| Al Bl Il
39 o %l g1 & 9 & ua = T o W%, o) 7 7 e
% o1 7e w9 | & U &R O aed el S 8 oA B
STl @ Sfea] SRl UgH ST ey

“ZH T St e & 98 &R SfRrer H W% @ &
T ¥ B B A B A Y A [ 9 89 TR
SETC UgT T Al BH gEl el el 89 39 T 4
it & % o9 8 & 3 7 & f oIk I St oRr
S 9 91 %1 A & el & el o b SrEsl g Al g
q e @8I

“BH AT & T e S T sl | SR X 18 8
36 AR B AR A < SR 9 3 o & g 7
Sk B & o o b A1 SHAETT!  HHer] B I el



¥ K MY AR G & BA iox afew gu, asl @
TH-UEdM JEX 3G HY & WiEdH T& T R dRa A%
AT % TR | TR Y A

‘I TN HB-HS G950 § AW 0 4l 3 7 8 Te &
STETAA & H¥R A Ugd Y & X SR | faare & AR 7
ATEET & M IO ARISEN Sfl g &1 ARTege s o
FRAE P& BA G BXET T Al B IW W T
g g elih A% U AT S SISO AR oMl S S
Teqy (6 % § Sl 38 S S & | (ST drll el
g Sl e U = S Seed & 6 AR Ai-ar (S
39 T faee 7 1@ @ 9) faare I § e 8N & g die
e ¢ SR el 89 I SR & A el Il 36
Torelst & ol TR HIR HE ST el w81 HY Il STead &
o & oo ATaT-fie & B 9 9B & 91 B gl g, d W
3R 9§ dTH & ST AL AT H AHA B B ITH his 3XET
T B

“oet T X, 3 QI hl BehaT & (1T HiSTeRe HIed & U
P13 SR T Tt a1 &Ml SRR, I7ei g fom o a8
J5E AT § I B A1ed 81 I G AT Th H A
S % Qg g2 W oA 6 e 98 qEyE g e
T a1 YT A6 & AR T @l g A AH-vea
qret 1 Fei A1 BIoR &1 SAehl X & q T-TR & T
T 6 3 B fewrTa & fog fepemt fiphwia © ofR T3 orait
STHT A 21 &R, ST HH! BRI & a6 S Al BRER
STt T ifeh H 70 HEa W A il

‘T X Y B9 ATET & FHAL | a9 dle AR 966 & T
TR RreeT I g 9Fh o1 % 36 I B4R & i 3R
T H Ry dici 1 &1 SAEHR FioTge Hed 56 &9 %
A AR & T AR I [qaTe Sfhar & Sl=hama
QU N Te 2 73 1985 & ardw o

T SR JoX ST Holl & ST HA § HHAE Al gL AR

STH eI T B oThal beMl del &l AW foam
aifafem, 1954 % deq ficll oeTEl & BRIl IoM a
% Y 95T AR SISt H T AR &6 B TGS AR b
- Fel gom iR T & Tare 9 e o Siquitis
T AT TS & ST SHATA 9ol &, “Re dre are &
ff 39 7% § eIAd god el &1 of Wi faret wodfea
Ted § SUET &AM o 3 N & W e et @ agat
QAT B BIROT BT Hiow &l el off 1@ &1 efe T,
e |9 8iX IRAGETR &l d HLTashd Ferd
it faaret & e § qed St Sebac 817

fad foare sifafrm (1954) saR 2w § A X4 faare
FLT & S el fqarel B H90 I &l T FAA 39
AR W SR & 6 A% & $9g% Akl & &5 %5
U TE Tl 36 ], AR a9 7 Sfqwitig Se g
f-RarT & «f a1t X T © SR 34 e & g foame
A (1955) & d=a dsiiga HUAT ST |ebal © - F90
a1 H | PIE T AR g g ©HR H Al 36 ©M T,
B T 7 SEAHE & 9 e F A 9T A & 99
Ueh SISIER S&IH o EHR HT Al

T H ARG & qga AR SfquitE Sel & Y g &
MY BT T ST SR G T 21 STl (TR B
TedihH! UUE e SHifarefeay, e o e & g8 w
I P Tl Ueh TGS, ST AT TSalbe e i
A Hedt § Afearel & 99T & SIBR W F HH F W@ 8)
e Eex 1 dam Hieifesey s Sarea sdri  :

“STe g et AR fare erfifvam & ded o i el Aar &
39 A A A HA gL HEN A A ACE B § 0
fém ST 81 3HA oTAE® SISl & STed § 39 a1 P &X 9%
ST & o6 919 I8 @ER I URar O i 98 STt a0
9 91 I 319 X & § [ ST S giari § & fpet &

13



14

T = o SR fRfeiT S B o QT o gkt B17 9@
ST ST QST AR o) 1 o7 Hegd i Al

AT TR AN 2, “TR, T TSR AT TSHl ST 49
IEA o Tl I T T TSI Hiex | ST AT e B &l
foreea o1 ST &1 o1 |t SR § A B w3 am
% 2 faare wor o e S &1 e #Re W3R
frepreT T B ST &1 F & 81 FREE 99 SWIES ol
feter, 8 i % oTed aole ® REs Ioq JH A TSh
SO & 95 il 817

fergt HTraT ur farame @ §u e & fore g aRads 6 98
foepeq off I Tl AmITS TRl @ B el & i o
fqyififes ol SiqeTicig faare! & Racis F19 F &1 496 B

HITHD SHAT & FeTee :

“gf T & REgErl TS 1 T wont 9 FRl < o7 B
AN, IR A § AN iR IHH T&R HTH Geeh
AR T T @ AR oI, s, fedrerd sesT ofe
B T & TR FLA (STfh STHIEME B &) & ded
39 ARl W TR dRS o B AR 3w § #% W
Sfeitiien SteT e foaTe &1 feed STI-HT =ed & f aad
Ted S9 A A & Rl 0% @tk & o aRacd & aR §
R ST HI G B Sl & i siqdiiis siel
(T & feg-gfm siel ®) a9 7 i, faare dwa et
2 9 T a1 § § U Al 9 €9 B A ST A N 66 &
qed d SIel AT 1ed & [ et i & Jad At
. eI J % 30 TR W A &Y RN BT bl

T 21

“TEY A H, STl qHiaReT & Rad &is qIaITh BT 16l o
et It F SR WX &1 faare i & s & 8
Fi &iHE A | e STl 9 8 S 8l TR 0|

BT H ITeb A oa [OTeTe &1 T o7 e &xdr 217

‘@ e’ §68 WSHS, A SR o @ § IR
SR & ST g Fwoqwett 7 fEgett & a8 X Ya1 A & form
gRae & e arex 3, 3 & JER & [ S e
Pl TE HT I AR ARG & HIHH THHT B T T8 H 7S
<N T 78T & AR AN SRl B TH-gE § Y @,
goold Ol @MEM & AW T 8 aran e o figemr &
STk F=e 1 STTES SEXH H 9gd HTR FI-URT A/
21 T8 T T & AN o &1 F1ed feam - Sl weraey
Y1 AT TEd & &7 8 &l Sed I8 - arl Tel
TfedTet & A Goal X JgHT Je% ol HI Se1@T adl &
ST STQA ST T & & Se fqaTe e =edl &1 Fel oot
STHEY SAEAT AR Sl 9X A T ST el © o 3 el
ST & fegett @i Gaa X a6 § g @ 2
JE SR 8w el S & ¢ Fiis d AT e § His
TEAIE Tt A1 | I fewr & Fafa fare o Y e @
ST B TEA & F T &9 Pl S TEA &1 STHad
STST &R 37 & U T Bl A Fo1 9@ bl © (o Il
ferrer st e & T 21

‘wa e’ @ H g & faars & S a qod ofik
T AR TSI SR Siqsifife Fat W S6 S THR ST
TS &, ST9 U 8% b 36 a1 H qHe ST T & [ 0
ffae gemes A Tehex [ fqarel @ U § i @
ST & - FEa ot 3K S & AP | ATET P ATeR
- IR Siqeities 9 SasidE g & U Suded Jeme
TG 1 &A1 S § ST Tel STl

ARA # St oY SiTeikiE I T dad U [9ae &
&S & @G LA STEne F G S ¢ deb o
7 SR TR O & foTe i3 wore foshed ot 78 Bl 9Ra



¥ M d@eE & ofq 39 98w & Tden 98 @ ©
et oY SfaiiE i &I SThaY ATH-oT0 §3f 4
AT IS & e BYawl & ot 91 8 Bifed, 3R g &l
I qaT =l T A1 g8 A IR HEE o Dl GOl I ST
I HX AT & BAK HA a1 el S| HB SR W
AT P ST~ HX T4 I TN e [aeardl T4 ¢ 6
I T AR AT & T Il QAT & o G T &
i TREAR Pl Fo51d T &l 3T 7 o ST T e e
1 AT TE BIT © (o6 T TS b S Bl STIELT & AT
T St 7 &8 Y T ST & AR SN B A6 A Frrsire
1 T I [ 8 STl & (o7 IR Sgd AR @ied e
2

TET 81 36 AT & ST | et dde S AR @
A % AP &+ o A a1 QF X ST e
STISIBT U7 &1 S| 36 AXE & Jam! (S ‘@ e’ 1 @i
YaT FXA ©) | AN IX g e ST UGS ¢ Fih gqH
e STl dTiHe AIaIa &, A &t STreeett o faeardt
& B 81 9 79 F Ral-ofed 7 36 e b AGEM W
FX S & O F N AR 36 ST | JA7 @A T & 196 81 7
B U R I qe B A G [ S SRR B
et € e | Afeenelt & @ 8 At i iR S W A
sifest a I A IR §6 S

T ST T ST TG GU & & ST SHa Bl AT ©
“Saifiies el & T eiaReT T 7aar af & TR R T
ZH @@ fOTee & QX W U9 R o @ &, Sed ' &R +ff
TR e a9 7 1 ST ERIaReT g H G &9 A &
&R Siqeifie Siel & STRAe HI & FAK o T &1 ‘T
R’ S8 SJAal # §eRl e A9 A e &
fparae @ HeIal, Afear w® fEer, Afeamet @
TSIl G HHHaT a efifes Fe-oiida o ar J8g R

R FE@Ye! TG S STefEd @ ad o1

‘o FSTeTe’ %l ST & =d ggd I IR U] TSiehdi
R AR A e SRS @ W ¢ i qYed g IRaR @
BT SR 97 qAIC T i AT & S I=HE i el &
D T H & 3 F&l g 7 4| fer, oK e drere o
F4 3 fqare BN @ &, oAl H TR AR B 9
frrepret X BX fer foran e 81 ories AR A1 wi-a9
TSl @ T B T R ARG WA S| # STER 2
GEM %I e, TEpIT SR & XIS B HEd @
% f feg, 3o, gaem ok Rra, @t 3 snfedt & R =@
T TR 31 SiqEiie R SAeidE faare T dad
AR IS Bl §6 FHET &1 AN ad & aiodh STl e
% g 39 el qded, SR STEHE & A we A
TEA §1 SeETE Red A AISTE A9 3 garier 3
HeX B & W it M RSt QU8 geargferdl diferet
% Feee 0. e gon Sfquifies ok siqsiiaa femer @i
gREeT W fofad gU 9a1d © 6 9Ra & T 3 7 98
A Aferet 3 STaA el SR TN B He & for
TER e Pl ST &1 ST SErCTETe] Sl e 3 e
S @ fEg Afecnel # SEEXer A4 & R T &R
SfewhR Y R ST &n % Sfs gl § & s ol
BSl SATE! %l JHAT AT T&H TSTIRER ERT Qe
g | ARl  FEIH HUA b o0 SR oA &
IRAT IHY UEH o STU ‘STRYFAr b Ied o9 ofwal @
T O FSTeet Tl o iroeT 31l gu farart gt &

s e § fo6 3 Afeaett & foe e gest & 99 &
el g 7 U Rrer an 9 3 e Afeere & e
Ielie & R T Sfrie o i $a9 Il e oiX
GITETell § ZOMH 2l o1 S 3 /! H Iebl ekl el
il 3 W W@ F, FR ARG A FP NgEaed awd
EHICROT bl BT el & a1 “q 3 as T e’ B e
T § W S T SR § AR FH GAR g8 H A

15



16

qMeq I GOR e, ARGH o aey ofR I
gEy-S Fedl W A QU e o S e ”

siqeifdes X siautida el & Raame w1 &am & fae
S8 T ‘Aa R’ & TR | @Y 3oo1d & A1 X 8 arell
féd e ofet S faf=T g9 SToIY o W@ § oiR o awe
ffaw games g fOfy 9 o 39 faamet @ wwe T8 B
T SR A0 GRt Reew & gadt & T & SR 21| ST
SHAN U Sqits [9dE & (ol §@ SR AT |
Tl BT TN B BT G B SN © -

“siquifie fqare @1 e 3@ a1 & & 6 ofy S, R,
g5, fhoma, OR ®IeR A9 O 21 399 &H S-St
gt Jf-Ramit X fagaret & aR & ue qaea a9
B & H o 7aE el 1 g o @ AR H AT e
ff 2 R

“STIEY =R FoRelt ot TXE bl ST, SHeh! SO Hiogdl el &l
T | S I 70 P foamel & ar & go 81 qfed G
YT BT & SR SR 6 e W A TE 8| T Th
T AN & ST BT T YD A & ¢ Fh ST ST
S H AR & P ST T & fewr § oo fofe o @ B
AR A offe & A o A T orgEt 7 < | e
el 817

‘@@ e’ & Muier § YT BN A Tl o 36 qaE
FHILA A & ST JH Jer el HeEeE & 96
St fare! & o oren i e al & fF aei s A A
39 g9 & B o SIX A 39 44 & 9K [er 4 T & %
i e 37 21 39 99 | o she & T § 0
Tr ol & o1 “oT8d § H6gel d=d el ¢, &9 T &
T T S i fafaerelt iR YEERE @ smart & e
od B H-S9 & A B e fafqear w1 e 9§

T & T MY S 9X 32 AR & R 1ifey & 729 B AR
STl & Y | ST Hi-a1q | el &l T 7 favar
A & A I THN B & ol b A1 AAHE qHER
feem 3N ol foert 78 wew ge-9-g I= a% W /g
ST g8 dgd S&dl & 6 Hi-a9 & s e faae 4
e oy I=a Hl W WY o TN A1 SQ 97T g
% fae-feATT X 950 @ 6 TSl & o i F &R &
I HAHE SR S8 STHY § FUe & Ti% ged o 51”7

GE 0 A T & a1 A a1 H gU AT SR JaX o7
36 AR 7 9gd SR 3% Fed © 6 Th QO Sqaii Gare
%l HITE & [T TR qH T80 Fe@yel ol et & a0
ff3r gorert o e weh SiR |erre ot B, ‘ol sfqeifie
F A0 e 3 & o o B gER desd ek
TH-GER & U 99 T el & el AR L 6 3Ed
T & SISRRI & e o7=sT W& & 6 3 ofi® ®9 § T
T @ WA &1 A TAN © % 3E9 IR S e,
oitieh qdl, gedees e § $0E & g9 § 98 qed
] FH&H IO i AR TR ARHAILE et 517

Y SR QT & U it dewa & 25 99 @ T
HHT & I St ol wed 991 Gt IR aed 81 §eAm
el 21 I8 T THT qojal & 79§ 9T § ST @ & 6
e e &1 SiqEits fae & A B o F R
JYH ST T A TEAN & A HEA H WL H §T
QT FAH &, “ITON e Bl 254 FAiRE W A TAgh
X @& Interfaith Marriage Group & feam § s
recl &t & oo % o | g6 € & Fl & e b
TE & HQ UaT Bl & AR IThl (64 T8 Hae bl o daell
21 919 36 I & 916 IR A § el 959 & g% ol 39 T8
%l A g3 G X % UQ qgd A St @ | e
1 Al el & et feeraioar iR gseqiy 3 Sidt 21 38
T 39 I F T T 37 e

SRl AfEF, TRae oy ok ¥ei 7 6 el
% TS AT AR I T SHAW AR OF b A
gicifead fooaE® 39 a1 H @ik B & 6



Sfaiepiie faare! X Uar! & T T8 AR JHT &
¥ §gq 0 ANEM BN S b FHFAT SiX et
AR T ST B AT B IR SR INE H A A
Pl Bl ‘AR & ITeh 56 THEIET IS0 § G S Fehell
2
T M@ @ 3 weed & o
TR & 7l e B

T HI, T & A 0 A S & ST
.37 T | Zaiad o S 7 e 2l

Y Ted I8 a9

http://goldenroomblog.wordpress.com/2014/02/1
2/dhanak-celebrates-valentines-day/ W Y@ e

IH 2|

DHANAK and me

By Shailaja Rao

interfaith relationships but wasn't quite sure on

how to go about creating a support group. | joined
Facebook about 5-6 years ago and tried to figure out
what the point of it was -- except for posting
pictures, wishing people on their birthday and
fetching some 'Likes'.

I have always been interested in the dynamics of

Upon delving into Facebook a bit more, | had an idea.
| decided to start a Facebook group for Interfaith
couples. | had no clue on how to proceed as the
administrator of the group. Starting with a handful of
people, slowly the numbers grew and so did my
involvement. Today the Interfaith Marriage group is
600+ members strong and growing. | have made
excellent connections with various interfaith
organizations and made many dear friends.

| found DHANAK while doing an online search. | got
fascinated by their passion to work on issues related
to interfaith relationships and felt like they were the
right fit for me. DHANAK's honest effort and
approach on handling a variety of issues resonated
with me. Today | am a member and a volunteer for
DHANAK. | am proud to share the vision of DHANAK
and be in the company of fine people who work
tirelessly while facing many obstacles.

Now more than ever, amidst heightened religious
sensitivity in our social fabric we need to impart all
the support we can to aid organizations like DHANAK.
Only with our support can it persist in accomplishing
the many pressing issues regarding Interfaith and
Inter-caste relationships.
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Love and companionship matter...

By Kavita Sharma

arriage is said to be the most beautiful
institution of love, care, companionship and
friendship.

For me, marriage is a bond of faith, commitment and
understanding between two companions. If one can
understand and respect the values, beliefs and
traditions of his or her partner, then they can lead a
happy married life, irrespective of which religion,
caste or creed they belong to. Spending 14
memorable years with my life partner Jamshed
Khan, under the same roof, all | can say is | am
blessed.

I never imagined leading a married life with a person
of another religion, but practically things have not
been that difficult for me.

Initially, it was a tough job for both of us to convince
our families, as | belong to a traditional Brahmin
family and he belongs to a Muslim Pathan family. But
we made sure that we will not hurt the sentiments of
our parents and will only marry when we are
accepted.

Finally, miracle happened and both of us were
accepted in each other families. So all | can say is
that mine was an arranged HinduMuslim marriage.

All marriages require faith, love and commitment
towards each other. Even in arranged marriages
people are unhappy. Every day we witness so many
divorce cases in arranged marriages.




Nowadays, interfaith and inter-religious marriages
are common. Everyone needs a companion in life so
how does it matter, if he is not from your caste and
religion. In our society where marriage is very
important for an individual then why not everyone be
free to choose a life partner of his or her choice?

This month we will be completing fourteen
wonderful years of our marriage. We have been
fighting and arguing on various issues, but religion
has never been a part of our disagreements.

Our daughter Mahie who is ten years old now also

feels proud to be a child of HinduMuslim parents. She
says she is lucky to enjoy the rituals and traditions of
both religions.

She recites "Qalma” as well as "Gayatri Mantra”. Lord
Ganesha is her favorite God. It gives me pleasure to
observe "Karwa Chauth fast" for my husband and | do
so. All festivals in my family are celebrated with joy
and happiness.

Every religion teaches us about moral values and we
must follow them and enjoy our lives.
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Is religion that important?
Isn't love enough?

By Ajaz

ith the recent changes in the world, there
Whas been quite a lot of aspirations and at

the same time, ambiguity related to the
future.

We, the present generation of this country, have got
choices to make. It's the first time that we have this
freedom, to decide and nurture what our future
world will be. It's indeed a big responsibility. The
times are changing, and the change is us. We need to
be the positive change, the vibrant energy that can
drive the nation to a world of happiness, liberty and
humanism. And the special power need to fuel this
change is what we already have love.

We can cite a nhumber of examples, where religious
differences are twisted, broken, and then showcased
in a new face, just to attain popularity, to gain
political benefits, and ultimately the power to
control millions.

Who are they? Who gave them this power?

The answer is, they are humans like us, and it's we
who gave them this power.

Now the question is why? The answer is, it's because
of our belief system. And this belief system is
imposed on us, through a term called 'Religion'.

What is Religion? Have you ever tried to
conceptualize, from where this term came.

Religion is difficult to define. However, it has
numerous definitions across the world by numerous
philosophers.

Spiritual leader Dalai Lama says, “This is my simple
religion. There is no need for temples; no need for
complicated philosophy. Our own brain, our own
heart is our temple; the philosophy is kindness.”




One of the greatest leaders Abraham Lincoln said,
“When | do good, | feel good. When | do bad, | feel
bad. That's my religion.”

Social reformist of India B.R. Ambedkar said, “I like
the religion that teaches liberty, equality and
fraternity.”

These sayings were not individualistic views. They
were to make us think, to make us question what we
have been following.

Religions were created by us, humans, to have faith,
hope, trust in god, the omnipresent, super power
who created this world.

However, traditions, culture, practices came along,
and with this came competition, comparison,
difference of views and beliefs, as imposed by
several religious leaders.

And this led to clashes, violence in the name of
religion, contests in proving which religion is better,
than the other. This only brought hate.

A Hindu guy or his family, might seem liberal to
accept guy's Muslim friends, as his companions
during his early days of life, school, college, work,
but when it comes to choosing bride, they would
select a girl from the same religion, same caste.

Same goes with Muslim families or other religions as
well.

The reason being difference in religion, culture, and
belief.

Did god made the differences?

No, every human being was/is created with same set
of features. Equal in all sense.

So, isn't love, understanding, care, trust enough?

Does her/his religion affect the relation you are
going to have with that human being you are going to
spend your entire life with? It doesn't.

The time has come, that we get ahead of this old
belief system, disapprove wrong beliefs, practices,
and appreciate people for their actions, for what
they actually are, irrespective of religion.

Choice of religion is a voluntary decision, and
everyone has the freedom to follow practices they
want to follow.

Same should be the case with choosing your life
partner. Everyone should have the freedom to
choose their partners, irrespective of their faith.

Inter-faith couples can be the fore-runners of the
modern world, who will be free of hatred, who will
respect all the religions, the symbols of unity and
peace, and who can lead this country ahead, free of
regionalism, bureaucracy, chaos, and uncertainty.

As we conclude, we can say, religion is there to
spread love, peace, harmony among humans.

Keep loving, caring...and thinking.
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Highly Recommended: Love Jihad

By Natasha

or These days | call myself a Love Jihadi. It
amuses me no end.

My husband was in the office of the local electricity
supply office a few days ago, trying to inspire the
officers to restore the electricity connection to a
factory space heisin charge of.

“We cannot come in the way of nation-building,” he
was saying. “You and | must contribute towards this
collective goal. Restoring electricity to this factory is
your duty towards the nation's economic growth.”

He turned to look towards me to make sure | was
playing my role of important-looking-mediawalla
who must not be messed with. | was distracted. “I'm

just a Love Jihadi,” | was
thinking in my head, but |
quickly tried to look stern
and cross at the same
time.

Our children are learning to read Arabic on the
weekends these days. They made good progress in
the early weeks and then began to look like their
heart wasn'tinit.

“Tell them stories,” | said to their teacher. “They like
stories.”

Last Saturday, my daughters came to me and began
to tell me the story of Prophet Musa and King Fir'aun.
“The king had a dream that a baby boy would be born



who would grow up and kill him.”

“Just like King Kansa,” | added, getting excited.

“He ordered that all newborn boys should be killed.
So Musa's parents put him in a basket and set him
afloatin the Nile river to save his life.”

“Just like Krishna! | mean like Karna,” | said.

It was fascinating. After this | behaved myself and
listened to the story quietly. My eyes big like dinner
plates.

Afzal and | got married in 2002. Both of us had
witnessed the aftermath of the riots in Gujarat that
year. He had gone to volunteer in the refugee camps
after | had returned from a work assignment.

My friends, Barkha, Rachna and | had been filming in
Vadodara when some people drove up to us in a
Honda City. Ayoung woman, younger than both of us,
came up to us and said she had been looking for us
since she had heard that our team had arrived in
Vadodara. She wanted us to visit her home.

It looked like the Greater Kailash-1 of Vadodara when
we drove into Ayesha's neighbourhood. Her home had
been set ablaze by rioters. Some parts of the floor
were still so hot that it was not safe for us to enter
every room. A charred refrigerator, a heap of ash
where the dining table had been. | remember the
shoes | was wearing as | stepped over the rubble
filming the devastation with my video camera.
Barkha was talking to Ayesha and some other people
in her family. There was a wrought-iron swing in their
lawn. | touched it tentatively. That swing was life.

Their life as it had been.
In November 1984, my brothers and | had gone to the

roof of our DDA flat in New Delhi to witness a mob
setting fire to a white corner house in Panchsheel

Enclave. The home had been looted the night before
and the Sikh family had fled to safety. For years |
used to peer outside the window of my school bus,
staring at the ruined home every day.

“They won't come back,” my brother had explained
to me. “They will probably sell this off for whatever
itisworth.”

Our hearts break and somehow they keep working.
Lives are ruined and people get back to building their
homes again. We lose hope and then we find it again.
It's trendy to be cynical but we are all creating,
restoring, healing, trying to put back broken pieces
all the time.

The first time | began to have a conversation with our
firstborn about why we were celebrating Eid even
though her school was not, she interrupted me to let
me know what she knew.

“l know, Mamma,” she said. “Prateeksha told me.”
“What did she say?”

“She said | am a Pandit, you are a Muslim.”
“Excellent,” | thought. “Good job, Prateeksha.”

It's weird when you look at it in isolation. We are
encouraged to hate. Love is hated. Hate is loved. If |
can hate vocally and violently, I'm in. Love means go
and stand outside the classroom and reflect on what
you did wrong. It can get me expelled.

But Love Jihadis are sneaky. They are good at love.
We can love you even if you insist on hating us.

After our visit to the electricity supply office, my
husband took me to the local police station. He
needed to file an FIR to report a missing electricity
meter.




—

“I'm a journalist,” | practised in my head a few times
in case | might need to whip out this sentence to
inspire anyone to do the work they were being paid
to do anyway. We must have looked menacing enough
because the paperwork got done smoothly. | stared
at a man sitting on his haunches in the corner. His
wrists were tied together with a jute rope that was
then tied to the iron window grill next to him.

“l want to go to the temple,” | said to my husband as
we walked out. We walked across the road from the

police station to a swanky new Jain temple.

My seven-year-old daughter's words echoed in my
head as | crossed the threshold into the inner
sanctum.

“Mamma, can we go to a temple even if we don't
pray?”

(This was first published in Mint Lounge here:
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/74MdYokXsAU
TJBLkOyLcvJ/Highly-Recommended-Love-
Jihad.html)
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A MINOR DETAIL

Anonymous

| thought...

You would be my partner, my future forever.
| thought...

Rituals were insignificant,

Just a minor detail for us to be together!

| thought...

You would agree. But you did not.

Rituals challenged your identity,

The 'you'!

| did not see this earlier. But | know it now.
Did I not fall in love with 'you??

Yes.

| did not fall in love with the picture

..of how | wanted you to be.

Or ...of how my family wanted you to be.

| fell in love with you.

So, if we were to restart our journey,

The details would surely be different.

| would leave..

..those irrelevant details and rituals behind.
| see how the 'us’ exists

because of how different we are!

And how similar we are!

It took me time to realize this.

| am blessed,

You are my partner, my present, my future.
We are not perfect.

But that's just a minor detail.

DON'T KILL THEM WHO LOVE

Lee Macqueen

| aspire for a nation where love is not incarcerated

Nor is there a need for (couple) protection homes

Where it is free to manifest itself in human beings

And not ripped of its sanctity to maintain the social order.

| aspire for a nation where love can bloom and flourish
Where in the name of caste and religion it is not maimed,

A place where it can chart out its own course

And a time when it will have more defenders than stranglers!

| aspire for a nation where Love will be the ultimate goal
Humanity, Justice, Equality and Freedom as pillars to this
vision

Guarded from the brutality in the name of 'Family and
Societal Honour'

Embraced by all as the only path to salvation of soul.

YOU TAUGHT ME...

Shamiya Mirza Patel

You taught me to SPEAK,

But now you have suppressed my VOICE.

You taught me to EXPRESS,

But now you can't understand my EXPRESSIONS.
You taught me to CARE,

But now you have created FEAR.

You taught me to LEAD,

But now you want me to FAIL.

You taught me to FLY,

But now you have DETACHED my wings.

You taught me to LOVE,

But now you want it to be DISCRIMINATED.
You taught me to be HUMAN,

But now you are being INHUMAN.

You taught me HONOUR (Respect),

But now you consider it WOEFUL for your ego.
You say it your PRIDE, but | say it CRIME.

Stop the SHAME, Stop HONOR KILLING!
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Lives touched in 2014

Rachel & Harmeet &
Rahul Ahmar
Sofi & Bharat . Anamika & Asif Sh".(ha & Atul and Farha
Faizan

Arjun &
Shagufta

Sanjay &

Shamina & Neelam & Noor
Rishi

Vishal & : . . _ :

Shikha Nazia & Rohit Preeti & Harris Divya & Rahul .

Nividita &

Saifullah ' Azhar & Meenu

Veeranjali &

Rachna

Saima & Shalini &
Paritosh Rizwan

Akansha & Sandhya &
Shoaib Irfan

Jaideep & .

Sanya & .

Swapn & Farha ' Abhishek Ruby & Anis
. Kausar & Bishan .

Manab

Kashifa &
Rajeev

Dr. Aashish &
Dr. Mehraj




Pledge for humanity

| take this vow today
That, with every individual
| will have a relation of humanity.

| will not differentiate with any
individual

over caste,

religion,

colour,.

language, -

region,

sex etc. .

Neither will | consider myself
superior or inferior
due to societal differences.

| will not hate anybody elder to me
due to difference of opinion

And

I will always allow

those younger than me

to put across their views

hts without any fear.

man values.

Long live Humani
Long live Equality
Long live Peace
Long live Love
Long live Humanism
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In solidarity act:onaid
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Email: dhanakO4@rediffmail.com Website: www.dhanak.org.in

* Hindi translation by Yogendra Datt

* For private circulation only.



