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Introduction

his booklet is an attempt to answer some of the
common queries that are usually faced by
aspiring young couples who decide to marry a
person of other faith. Often, they are misguided by online
discussion boards, inexperienced people, religious
fanatics and others. The biased responses result in

frustration, complications and failures.

Due to a lack of understanding and awareness about the
Special Marriage Act and other legal provisions related to
solemnisation or registration of marriage, the inter-
religious relationship takes on a complex shape. Without
the knowledge of choices available to them, couples
invariably opt for a religious marriage leading to
unnecessary religious conversion. This further solidifies
the gender/religious/social stereotypes. With awareness
and guidance, this is entirely avoidable.

Apart from the lack of knowledge of legal provisions,
there are a certain set of questions posed by the parents
of aspiring couples. Often, couples are unequipped to
handle these queries; especially at a time when emotions
run high. In addition, unawareness causes desperate
couples to easily fall into the trap of crooks and agents
who often extort huge sums of money from them.

To facilitate aspiring couples, we have compiled the most
common and frequently asked questions along with their

probable answers/suggestions in this booklet.

It is noteworthy that all suggestions presented are based

on the practical experience of the members of Dhanak.
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About Dhanak

ur organization is a support and advocacy group

for people who are either already in, or

entering an inter-faith marriage/alliance. We
address issues related to such alliances.

We advocate policy/legislative changes required to
overcome the challenges faced in inter-faith marriages.

We address stereotypes, myths, and misconceptions
that exist in our society associated with such
relationships by holding dialogue and discussions about
communalism, religious intolerance and related issues.

Our journey began in 2004 when a few inter-faith
couples decided to get together with the intention to
form a forum. The idea was to help people with similar
backgrounds to come together and form a support
structure for each other. More importantly, we wanted
to create a platform for inter-faith families to discuss
experiences, challenges and concerns and support each
other.Dhanak has evolved organically, and over the
years it has emerged as a Champion organization

working for the promotion of Right to Choice in the
matters of Marriage and Relationships, and against
Honour-Based Crimes in India. Dhanak is the only
organization in India working on a spectrum of issues faced
by inter-faith couples.

Uptill now Dhanak has touched the lives of over 700
couples. Dhanak's learnings are based on real-life
experiences of these couples; be it dealing with their own
value system and stereotypes, families or with
administration and legal systems.

We believe that differences in religious backgrounds bring
with it some unique issues and experiences, and we
understand them well. We are confident that there are
many such people who believe strongly in our vision and
wish to be a part of it and support it.

As part of CHAYAN network, we work with social
organizations and networks across India, on the issue of
Right to Choose in relationships and against Honour
Crimes.
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Dhanak, with its vast experience of working closely over the years with inter-religious couples, has come
up with what it considers a “list of essentials” to facilitate their decision making.
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If you feel too strongly about your religion and practices, seek all answers within the religious framework
only and also expect/hope your partner to follow your thoughts and practices then you probably need to
rethink your relationship!




Be prepared for resistance and initial rejection from your families. Keep in mind, your parents may not
have seen many inter-religious families in their lifetime. To them, it is a new concept and one that goes
against the social norm. If you expect them to accept your relationship at the very first go.... it is highly
unlikely! It takes several discussions to make them understand and convince them that you are serious
about it and that such marriages exist.
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You love your parents and know them better than anyone else! If you feel that they will not accept, but at
the same time there is scope for dialogue and negotiations, then be patient and continue the
conversations. Despite all efforts if they do not agree, set a time-frame for yourself. You cannot wait
forever. Often, it's your relationship that suffers the most. In most cases, parents come around when they
find you have finally married and settled. Often their denial, unknown fears, and resistance is due to
social pressures which fade away when they see their children happily married.
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If you feel their resistance may turn violent, we recommend you wait for some time to let things cool
down. This is perhaps a good time to seek assistance from Dhanak or a similar support group you trust.
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Respect each other's differences. Differences enrich our lives.
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Remember, your partner and you will not agree on everything. At times, it is okay to, agree to
disagree.
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It is important for both of you to complete your education and be financially stable. Being financially
independent gives you the freedom to make your life's decisions with confidence!

o9 & & T g8 ST&d B & o aroett R ot &Y oIk ofifiie &9 @ o R W @e 1 onf¥fe &9 | w@|ed 8
ST SO fSfelt & IR H STefaeard & a1 Bad A @l STl X Arepl e I 8! STIEt &b B TR Bl 3
fafererame®t & & fieh Tg= 2 =

You are about to enter an inter-religious marriage. Keep in mind, it is as normal as any other marriage,
however, for others it is not! Take pride in your decision and be prepared for questions, not because you
have done something wrong, but because people are curious about such relationships.
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rIf you feel guilty/regretful/sad for hurting your family because of your decision, it is important to work
towards getting rid of these emotions. These emotions need to be worked out at the earliest or this may
weaken your relationship. Work on strengthening your own relationship. Remember, you have done
nothing wrong!
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Celebrate your life, relationship and the diversity in your own family with no guilt and pressure. Festivals
and ceremonies can be celebrated without giving a religious angle to it.
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Dhanak Knows!
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PARENTS SAY -
“Such marriages never last”!

DHANAK RESPONDS -
Mixed marriages are no different. Like any other marriage, it may or may not work... Ju
successful mixed marriages around you!
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PARENTS SAY “What about the kids' identity! They will be confused!”

DHANAK RESPONDS -

We are confused, not the kids.

As parents you need to have clarity and consensus about the religious identity you wish to give to your kids,
though there is no one way of determining it. One's that is done children won't be confused.

Even giving a mixed identity is not problematic. It is inclusive and instils an appreciation of different cultures.
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PARENTS SAY -
Your partner has to convert! How can you marry without conversion?

DHANAK RESPONDS -
Marriage without conversion is possible! One can have a civil marriage under the Special Ma
not require achange in name or religion.
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YOU ASK -
Many forms have a column on religion. What religion should I fill in?
Our child does not follow any of the given options!

DHANAK RESPONDS -
Many of us write humanity/humanism. However sometimes forms do not provide the option of writing it in. In
such cases, we prefer opting for: “others”.
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YOU ASK -
| want my partner to convert for the sake of my family. She/he can just pretend to have convert
make my parents happy...

DHANAK RESPONDS -

Marriage is based on mutual trust and respect. Pretence may give you acceptance for a short time,
will be hurt when they find out that they are being deceived. It will also exert a lot of pressure on y
spouse if you decide to pretend. Look for long term and strong relationship goals both with your
parents and things will be fine!
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YOU ASK -
We are from different faiths and got married in a religious ceremony. We wish to follow our respective religions
but we just found out about the Special Marriage Act. Can we still get our marriage registered under the SMA?

DHANAK RESPONDS -
Yes, you can. Under Section 16 of SMA, you can get your religious marriage registered, converting it to a Civil
Marriage. It will supersede all forms of marriages conducted prior to your registration under the SMA.
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PARENTS SAY -
Marrying a person from a different faith is a sin... What will happen to you after death?

POSSIBLE RESPONSE -
My concept of sin is different. | personally believe it is not a sin, 'Right to Choose' is my personal and
Constitutional Right.
“No one knows what will happen after death. | am more concerned with my present life and | am fully aware of
the choice | am making. If your worries are about the last rites, | wish to reassure you that | will not convert. |
will continue to be what | have been practicing which also means my last rites will be performed accordingly.
For me, itis more important to live my life with respect and on my own terms.”

~
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YOU ASK -
Which method/ritual is the best to solemnize my marriage if my partner is from a different religion/ faith? Do |
need to convert?

DHANAK RESPONDS -

This is your marriage and the process should be the one that you both are most comfortable with. However, it
would help if you are clear about the reason to choose one method or the other. For inter-faith marriages, we
believe that the Special Marriage Act, 1954 offers the most neutral way to solemnize a marriage. It does not
require you to follow any religious ritual, you do not have to convert, and your rights are protected. Different
personal laws will not apply to you.

Many couples choose to go for a religious marriage (based on the faith of one of the partners) as at present, the
process takes less time as compared to the Special Marriage Act. Some couples also choose to go through
rituals suggested by both side of families in order to seek their participation and blessings. It is very important
that your partner/spouse is not forced to follow rituals against his/her wishes. Conversion is generally a
problematic point and we strongly believe that no one should need to convert for the sake of marriage. It is
important to recognize that conversion through few rituals does not mean that the identity of the person has
changed inreality or that the person would start following a different faith after marriage.

In cases where couples choose to solemnize marriage through a religious mode, we still strongly recommend
that you register your marriage under Special Marriage Act, 1954.
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YOU ASK -
What about the name and religion of our children?

DHANAK RESPONDS -

We believe that as parents you would want your kids to be good and compassionate human beings, and these are
the values your children with learn from both of you....Religion has a very little role!

Inter-religious families can be so enriching if all festivals are celebrated and humanitarian values rather than
religious practices are encouraged.

While some people give neutral names which do not signify any particular religion, others do away with the
family name since most surnames are caste/family based but at the same time, having a second neutral name is
always a good idea.

Finally, it is the creativity and consensus of you both that works the best in naming your child !
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YOU ASK -
Is it possible to stay in a joint family after a mixed marriage?

DHANAK RESPONDS -

Staying in a joint family requires a lot of maturity from all family members. This is true for an
mixed couples are no exception! We have instances where couples are staying happily in joint
know your parents best, and the possible issues that may arise if staying together. We suggest y
accordingly, however, it is important that your spouse is comfortable and in agreement with this.
Since it is important to focus on your own relationship during the initial period of marriage, we be
possible, staying separately will give enough time and space to strengthen your relationship. This
external factors impacting your initial adjustment together. We also like to emphasise that you sh
your dialogue and communication with your respective families.

For those cases in which it is absolutely necessary, try to live close to your parents, so that you ar:
the time of need and at the same time minor issues arising out of differences leading to hurt and mi
avoided.
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YOU ASK -
I have heard that it is difficult to get a rental accommodation. Both of us want to stay in a mixed commu
housing area.

DHANAK RESPONDS -

There are instances where people have faced difficulties in getting a rental accommodation, how:
interfaith marriage is hardly the reason. In most cases where your own conviction and openness is st
enough, it is not too difficult to find a rental accommodation. In fact, most of us started our married lives
rental accommodation. Once again, it is important to mention here that financial independence is
important, you will be in a better position to negotiate and decide about the area and location.

It is always preferable to stay in a residential area which has a mixed population. It helps in better adjust
for both and ensures exposure to diversity and inclusion of the children as well. It also reduces possible pres
on both the partners from the community that is dominant in the area.
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Special Marriage Act, 1954

The Special Marriage Act was enacted to provide a
special form of marriage by any person in India and
all Indian nationals in foreign countries
irrespective of the religion either party to the
marriage may profess. One of the marrying
individual can also be a foreigner.

For the benefit of Indian citizens abroad, it
provides for the appointment of Diplomatic and
Consular Officers as marriage officers for
solemnizing and registering marriages between
citizens of India in a foreign country.

The Act extends to the whole of India except the
state of Jammu and Kashmir and also applies to
citizens of India domiciled in the territories to
which this Act extends who are in the state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Any two persons belonging to
different religions may marry

under this Act without changing
their religions.

Q: Who are governed by this Act?
A: AnyIndian and a foreigner residing in India.

Q: What are the conditions for a valid marriage
under this Act?

A: Any two persons belonging to different
religions may marry under this Act without
changing their religions.

1. Neither party should have a spouse living at the
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time of marriage. Widow, widower and a
divorcee may exchange wedding vows under this
Act.

Neither party should be incapable of giving a
valid consent in consequence of unsoundness of
mind.

Neither party should be suffering from mental
disorder of such a kind or to such an extent as to
be unfit for marriage and procreation of
children.

Neither party should be suffering from incurable
insanity.

Parties should not be within degrees of
prohibited relationship.

Age: Bridegroom: 21 years & Bride: 18 years.

What is the procedure for solemnization and
registration of marriage under this Act?
No religious ceremonies are required.
The marriage is solemnized a by Marriage Officer
appointed by the Government.
Parties to the marriages shall give notice to the
Marriage Officer in the prescribed manner.
Marriage Officer enters this information in the
Register maintained by him and a public notice of
this information is given by the Marriage Officer.
The Marriage is to be performed after 30 days of
this public notice and before expiry of two
months from issue of notice.
Before marriage the applicants and three
witnesses shall sign a declaration in the form
specified.
Marriage shall not be complete and binding
unless each party says to the other in presence of
Marriage Officer and three witnesses “I (A) take
thee (B) to be my lawful wife/husband (in any
language understood by the parties).”
The marriage is thus completed and recorded in a
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book kept for that purpose. The entry is signed by
the applicants and the witnesses.

Q: Where can the marriage be solemnised?
The marriage may be solemnized at the office
of the Marriage Officer who can be a District

Magistrate/District Collector/Additional District
Magistrate/Sub-Divisional

Magistrate/Tehsildar, under whose jurisdiction
house of the marrying parties belong.

However, no marriage is complete and
binding unless each party says to the
other in the presence of the Marriage
Officer and the three witnesses in any
language understood by the parties,
I take thee to be my
lawful wife (or husband)

Q: What is the proof of this Marriage?

After the marriage has been solemnized the
Marriage Officer shall enter a certificate in the
Marriage Certificate Book and this shall be signed
by the parties to the marriage and the three
witnesses and this shall be conclusive evidence
of the marriage. A copy of marriage certificate is
issued on the same day of marriage
solemnisation.

Q: Can the divorced couple remarry under the
Special Marriage Act?

A: Yes. Provided there is a valid decree related to
divorce is available with the divorcee.
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Q: Can a marriage celebrated in other form/ religious marriage be registered under SMA

Any marriage celebrated other than a marriage solemnized under the Special Marriage Act, 1872 or

under the Special Marriage Act, 1954 may be registered under Chapter Il of the Act by a Marriage Officer

if the following conditions are fulfilled:

» Aceremony of marriage has been performed between the parties and they have been living together
as husband and wife ever since

» Neither party has at the time of registration more than one spouse living;

o Neither party is anidiot or a lunatic at the time of registration

o The parties have completed the age of twenty-one year at the time of registration;

o The parties are not within the degrees of prohibited relationship:

o The parties have been residing within the district of the Marriage Officer for a period of not less than
thirty days immediately preceding the date on which the application is made to him for registration
of the marriage.

PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION

Upon receipt of an application signed by both the parties to the marriage for the registration, the
Marriage Officer shall give public notice thereof in such manner as may be prescribed and after allowing
a period of thirty days for objection and after hearing any objection received within that period, shall,
if satisfied that all the conditions are fulfilled, enter a certificate of the marriage in the Marriage
Certificate Book in the prescribed form and such certificate shall be signed by the parties to the
marriage and by three witnesses.
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Q: Why should I register my marriage under SMA?

A:ltis advisable for an inter-religious couple to register their religiouslysolemnised marriage under SMA.
The marriage will become civil marriage andwill be governed by the civil laws related to maintenance,
divorce, successionetc. Moreover, validity of religious marriage is easy to challenge in the court
incomparison to SMA. Visit to other countries for job or other reasons will be smooth as the certificate of
SMAis non-questionable by the authorities.
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