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Thank you!

We acknowledge and appreciate
the year long and active association of each of our
member couples and friends of Dhanak.

A very special thanks to

Shailaja & Zubair
Akanksha & Suaib
Danyal & Sumita
Shweta & Jamal
Kavita & Jamshed
Rajiv & Kashifa
Sumit & Azra

A special gratitude to

Gayatri Sabharwal,
Surender Kapur & Dr. Farhat



. Love transcends all boundaries

About Dhanak

Dhanak of Humanity is a not-for-profit organization comprising mostly of interfaith/inter-caste couples. Dhanak
started out as a support group in 2004 and got registered in 2012 under the Societies Registration Act.

Dhanak has evolved organically, and over the years it has emerged as a Champion organization working for the
promotion of Right to Choice in the matters of Marriage and Relationships, and against Honour-Based Crimes in
India. Dhanak is the only organization in India working on a spectrum of issues faced by interfaith couples.

Over the years Dhanak has touched the lives of over 700 couples. Dhanak’s learnings are based on real-life
experiences of these couples; be it dealing with their own value system and stereotypes, families or with
administration and legal systems.
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Legal Guidance and Aid to Marriage Act Against Honour Based Crimes
Aspiring Couples Demand for an Act against
Reconciliation with Parents Marriage without Religious Honour-Based Crimes
Protection, Support and Conversion
Financial aid to Couples Linkage with Support Group Demand for Homes for
in need for Counselling Gender Equality in Relationships Colpe e Seiiiy sud
- _ Perspective Building on interfaith Protection
Facilitation for Marriage living and Support System Awareness on Provisions under
Solemnisation & Registration the Special Marriage Act CHAYAN : A consortium of

organizations working on Right

Volunteering Opportunity
to Choose, convened by Dhanak
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Bringing up Children in Interfaith Marriages

- by -Zamrooda Khanday

hildren bring in a dynamic in marriage that one is

not even remotely ready for and | have to say

inter religion marriage is no different. | could
sense this even before we got married. My partner and |
had a long discussion on the name of the children (as we
did for many other things) before we got married and it
was amazing to see how we debated hard over
something that did not happen for the next 6 years. Yes
we fought and negotiated and fought and came to some
consensus post it all. And | guess thats how we have
negotiated our marriage and other things related to it
for the last 18years.

How does one bring up children in our marriages...to
sum it up in one line; just the way we do all other
things, by our beliefs!

We got married because we fell in love with someone.
We did not care for the religion. We met the person, fell
in love and married in-spite of everything. If we did not
consider religion while choosing a life partner then why
are we doing so while bringing up our children?

Having said that , | have to be honest and say that in-
spite of being non believers both Rajnish and | have not
been able to dissociate with religion when it came to
our lives. We do not believe and do not follow any
rituals but we do follow festivals and the beliefs that
both religion stand for.

From the first day of our marriage we have followed the
festivals that we believed in and enjoyed from our
respective religions. Celebrating Eid is a big thing in the
house but fasting and offering a sacrifice is not.
Similarly Diwali and Holi are big in the house but Puja is

not and nor is Karva Cauth and Janmashtami and
Navratras and all the other festivities that go with
Hindu religion. We have lived in Maharashtra and so
Ganpati puja become a big celebrations as our children
associate with it. We have Bengali and Christian friends
and so Durga Puja and Christmas are a part of our lives.

We have never stopped our children from participating
in any festivities or religious celebrations in any of their
friends houses. In fact we encourage it. We make it a
point that if the children are invited we send them over
and they are aware of what it is that they are going for.

Our children are 8 and 12 years old and often we have
had to answer the question...what am |- a Hindu or a
Muslim. Both Rajnish and | have always kept it simple.
Your mother was born Muslim and father a Hindu. We
both are non religious but believe in certain aspects of
the religion and encourage you to do the same. Till you
are adults you both are half Hindus and Muslims; after
that feel free to adopt any religion you want or be
atheist. That will be your choice.

Another question we are often asked is- if we believe in
all religions then why do we not celebrate Christmas...
children are intelligent and they do want Santa to visit
them annually. Well again simply put; we celebrate
enough festivals that are associated with Hinduism and
Islam. Other than that you go and celebrate with your
friends just the way they come to our house to
celebrate Eid and Diwali!

Our Kids so far have been proud of the fact that they
both Hindus and Muslims and that they can choose to be
what they want or even not to.



There have been times that we have had tricky
situations...recently when Trump put a ban on Muslim
travellers to USA our son was very worried. One day he
stated - Mom we cannot go to US anymore.

My response - Why?

Son - You me and Sehar cannot travel; we are Muslims
and there is a ban now for Muslims to travel to USA.

Me - technically you and Sehar can travel with Daddy as
your passport says you are Hindus.

Son- Really; why!!!

Me - Well when you children were born we had decided
to put Hinduism as your religion as its easier in India to
be Hindus than Muslims and also with wat was
happening in the world we had thought it would be
better to put Hinduism in religion.

Son - wow you are smart! But then we will not go. I will
not want to go to a country that does not allow you in it.
Me- we will figure it out when we come to that time
(there never was any plan to travel to USA)

Another situation- we are watching a movie in which
there is a depiction of the burning ritual of the dead in
Hinduism.

Sehar- Mom will | be burnt when | die?

Me- why are you asking that?

Sehar - In Hindus they burn you post death.

Me- well you can choose not to. You can ask to be buried
or electrocuted as you wish.

Sehar-Can|?

Me- yes its entirely up to you how you want it.

Sehar- | am lucky to be half Muslim | can choose to be
buried. | do not have to be burnt!

Educating children on the right etiquette has always
been my thing. The fact that they can and cannot eat
certain things in their grandparents and other relatives
houses is a part of their upbringing. They are aware of
what they can and cannot do in which part of the
family. We do not want them to feel out of place when

they are visiting any of their relatives. But yes things
like touching feet of adults- we have issues with it. And
since we do not believe in it ourselves we do not allow
our children to follow it either. They have bene taught
to greet everyone with a hug or a handshake as they
feel comfortable. And that stays no matter what. Both
Rajnish and | will not compromise with that. Covering
head when in Puja rooms or temples and Mosques is a
respect that they have to follow, even though Rajnish is
not comfortable with it. If you are in a Puja taking
parsed and applying the red tikka is a done thing and
their is no debate on it. Little little things that matter
to us and we believe in is what we teach our children.

But more than anything else the children are aware of
why areligion is needed in our lives and what they stand
for. They have read the abridged versions of Ramayana
and Mahabharata and stories from Koran and Bible.
Hopefully they are aware of what they stand for.

We have to keep our temper in check when we hear
Ayaan say oh that dude who killed his son and that lazy
fellow who' was sleeping and so on and on to remember
that at one point in time we did refer to them in the
same manner. Maybe we were not able to voice it or
maybe we were lucky to be raised in India where
Ramayana and Mahabratha and Eid rituals was not read
to you. You were just born in them and inhaled them as
you grew up and they became a part of you without ever
realising it.

Both Rajnish and | believe that in life we need to
believe in something higher than us. Some power
greater than us to keep us grounded. And religion for us
is that power. This is what we want to teach our
children too and are trying our best. We have open
discussions regarding every and anything in our house
and our emphasis has always been - be the best human
being that you can for there is nothing better than
being humble and humane!
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[As a sibling of a person who chose to be in an interfaith marriage, the author of this letter writes to his
younger brother. While he supported the brother in his decision of choosing a partner from another faith,
but with time, a distance seems to have come in even though the relationship of the younger one with
parents does continue. While a lot of family related factors may have contributed to this change, the
author hopes that the brothers would be able to rebuild the relationship that they once had. The author
also advises his younger brother against leading a dual life where he and his wife change their way of being
(names, daily rituals, etc.) in order to conform with parental expectations on both sides of families. ]
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Nandan is a 27 years old social work professional working in
Delhi. He is single and belongs to Benaras (Uttar Pradesh).



The sandal and sambar morning...

- by Neelima Alam

peeped out lazily from under the thin bedsheet ..

Trying to shield my eyes from the soft penetrating

rays of early morning sun...the sun was trying hard
to peep and enter from behind the semi- transparent
curtains of the room... | could feel her moving softly in
the house.. Her chudis and Payals tinkling softly..l could
hear her moving in the room .. In a hush hush manner
taking deep care not to wake me up. | knew it was Atta (
Atta means mami in Telugu .. As in thier culture we can
marry mama's son)...so momin law is Atta.. She wanted
me to call her that so there l was...Atta...

And then few minutes later my room door was softly
closed and then a dull sound of a Ghanti along with a
prayer n shlokas could be heard., | could make out my in
laws in the next door prayer room .. Following the daily
routine of prayer and Aarti.. But
everything was being done in a hush
hush tone so as not to disturb the
tired daughter in law who slept very
late night..] quietly got up
showered and crept out.. The
familiar aroma of sambar and garlic
seasoning was in the air.... Sandal
essence with the Aarti was creating
a soothing ambience...l loved
mornings at my Hyd home.. There is
something warm and soothing in
air.. Went and sat down quietly in
the prayer room on the rear end..
Few minutes later.. When Atta
turned with her Thali and prasad .. |
could see by the surprise and
twinkle in her eyes that she was
pleasantly surprised..the thali

Eid with mofernal side

s

.F“"

came to me.. Not sure what | am supposed to do .. | put
my hands near the flame of the burning tiny diya and
she put a red tika near my hair parting..it almost felt
like sindoor..softly she whispered " Chala Bagundi (
means very good ) . She then happily said " come let's
have coffee”...

While walking out of the prayer room suddenly I
remembered the satisfaction and joy in my moms eyes
when just to please her | first time read the Dua that
she loves to hear in my voice..l could almost relate it
with the twinkling in Atta's eyes that | saw today.. " bus
yehi toh karna hai.. Chote chote pleasant surprises
dene hai., if only we all can learn this .. All Bhasad can
be sorted".. | smiled to myself and moved towards the
kitchen for my morning cup of hot filter coffee...
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My marriage, nikah, and
the idea of love jihad

- Shweta Verma

or women who choose their partners from a different

faith or culture and against wishes of parents,

marriage is only one step in the journey ahead. Of
course, planning and preparing for this step itself can
require a lot of hard work and planning. For instance, if you
choose to get marriage using Special marriage Act (SMA),
then it is a one month wait along with the fact that a letter
with information about your marriage may reach your
families and your information will be displayed on a notice
board. These two did not really pose a problem for me. But
they may create problems for other couples. And hence, it is
probably not surprising that couples opt for a faith based
ceremony to get over with the step of solemnization of
marriage sooner rather than waiting for a month.

Sometimes (or often) of course, the couple also chooses to
go through different rituals (of different faiths) in order to
create balance or harmony with both sides of families.
While there are advantages as well as disadvantages of this
option, it may or may not really come as an option for some.
At the end of the day, sometimes, we have to take decisions
about what is more important? Is it more important to move
ahead together as a couple with or without marriage? Is it
more important to choose and assert the most neutral way
of marriage even if it means delaying? | mean, ultimately
why is the method or ritual so important in the process of
marriage? | think each one would have a different response.
And maybe how women view things vis a vis marriage today
may be different from how men may view the same.

Marriage, for women, is still associated with adjustments or
changes in one's identity or one's way of being. Women are
still expected to be the ones who must accept and follow
the culture followed by their partner's family. Respecting

their culture is not enough. And parents of women know
this. So, it is no wonder that parents have their worries -
which are more than just about ‘'what will people say? (log
kya kahenge?). It is women who would eventually get asked
the following questions, especially in an interfaith
marriage:

Did you change your name?

What is your surname now?

Are you living with your in-laws?

What all do you have to do at home after marriage?
Do you get to visit your parents often?

Imagine the same questions being asked from men right
after their marriage. And imagine how ridiculous these
questions may seem to men!

| did not opt for a ritual based on my faith, but my partner's
family wanted a ritual (nikah) aligning with their faith. And
although | never wanted to go through it, | finally chose to
because i felt that decision about this ritual was causing
unnecessary delay in my marriage. There were few
conditions from my side though. First, it was going to be just
a ritual and did not mean that there was any change
expected in me anyway. Second, no name change were to
happen even as part of the ritual. Third, there was never
going to be another expectation related to faith/religion
practices of my partner past marriage. The ritual of nikah,
however, did not hold any religious or legal value because
we had already solemnised our marriage under SMA. And the
kalma by itself cannot make me a practicing muslim. My
partner, today, says that if he could go back to the time
when we were planning our marriage, he would not make us
go through the religious ritual (nikah). | appreciate this. And



| believe that he does understand my discomfort and the
meaninglessness of that ritual. He has also noticed how
others (the larger family and society) does not even
remember our marriage anniversary even though the nikah
was held for their sake!

So what did the religious ritual held for the sake of larger
society and family achieve? Nothing else for me except for a
few photographs and an occasion where my colleagues
worked hard to turn it into a nice experience. But maybe it
does achieve some things for others who opt for religious
rituals. Or maybe it is not always an option that women get
to select or reject. Maybe it is about deciding what is more
important and rituals are just means to end of solemnizing a
marriage. But for some (or many) women, rituals at the
beginning of a marriage are also often about a beginning of a
series of adjustments and compromises because who you
are is not enough for the society. Maybe the society needs
something extra for its own sake. But let us accept one fact:
marriage and the ritual followed for marriage means
different things to different people. You can understand the
others' point of view only by talking to them. But then,
would you call my marriage -'love jihad? That would be
ridiculous. That would be twisting my story a bit too much.
And what do such phrases even mean? Phrases like 'love
jihad', 'land jihad' and anything else like this that is used to
label people and their choices. No, my marriage is not love
jihad. But yes, it is an interfaith marriage. And we are a
mixed family. We are not a hindu or a muslim family. And my
son can choose to follow the faith or philosophy that he
wants to, when he grows up.

But | would appreciate if you could remember the following
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as well: | appreciate dialogue instead of random notions
about interfaith marriages. But | am not a 'case’ or a 'story'. |
am a person who has made certain choices and | do not want
to be known only on the basis of one of my choices. My
marriage is not the most important event of my life. It is one
in the series of events in my long journey. My identity is not
100% about my interfaith marriage even if that is how you
might remember me.
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Defeat their Agenda, Know it is Propaganda

Vasuda Arora

You can no longer decide We need to be aware of Take back your freedom
What you can eat How they are construed Come back to your senses.
There is a war symbolized by Let go of the divisions
Vegetables vs. meat Leaders of the state The 'us and them' lenses

Have a hidden agenda

If you are in Goa
Kerala or North East
You can eat the cow

They fulfill it smoothly
by using propaganda

Respectful co-existence is possible
Is what we grew up hearing
To uphold these cherished ideals

Without being called a beast An eye for an eye We require to be daring
The need to avenge

In other parts of India The endless cycle Get out of our wells

We take the high moral ground Of ruthless revenge Broaden our mind

Where violence , hypocrisy
and intolerance abound

Building on hurt

Redefine what it means
To be tolerant and kind

anguish and pain

Words like patriotism and nationalism
Misapplied and misused

Experienced centuries back
Is pointless and insane
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0 Love, loving 1s never wrong.

1T 1S always our

Sab badal gya....kyun badal gya....?

Shabana

found this doodle in my daughter's diary when she
was 8. On the back page of herr

| was never taught in my family to discriminate
people on basis of religion, caste, colour or creed,
until it came to my choice of marrying a Hindu boy.
Then too no hatred was shown but just a meek
nonacceptance and resistance was shown by my
family. Nobody said they are not good people and
thus you shouldn't marry them. They just said the boy
is good enough but marriages are suppose to be in
same religion. There was no reason for me to hate
any other community. | have friends from all religions
and communities and they all love me and | love
them equally.

This was the reason | guess for me marrying my love
interest after all resistance from family. Now by this |
don't mean that to avoid such interfaith marriages
we should instill hatred for other religions in our
children. It is just that nothing made me or my family
hate the other religion, not even my marrying in
another faith. They were just angry with their child
for disobeying them.

Even after my marriage | had to face lot of resistance
in my husband's family. For years, | was not accepted
in that family. Still it did not instill any hatred for
other religions in me. | just took the entire
nonacceptance as a resistance of love marriage in
family, even though at many places, they very clearly
stated that Muslims are considered way below their
community and Hindus are best amongst all. Still it

felt to me as all this anger was towards the
noncompliance of their son and not as hatred
towards my community.

It took long but after around ten years | was gradually
feeling as a member of the family just like any other.
So, even this could not become a reason of me
disliking other religions. | wonder what
circumstances are those, which make others do so.

Meanwhile a lot happened and changed in the world.
Things like Godhra and Gujarat riots were also there
which shook me from inside. This too didn't instill
hatred in me for other communities. | took it as a
mean act from few politicians who in the greed of
more power led the society towards all this. | thank
my upbringing for keeping me strong and not

.
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allowing my brain to get contaminated by hatred.

| realize | saw the world with my own eyes and
interpreted it accordingly and stayed strong. | feel
good about it. | never wanted to hate anyone, thus, |
kept my eyes closed towards the hatred even when |
was getting or if you say my community was getting
it. | wonder how the hate mongers instill hate in
others. Does any pre- existence lies inside the hearts
or any insecurity does this all?

Now a day, we all know our country is going through a
not-so-good phase or we can say a difficult phase,
which according to some is good for a particular
community and difficult for another. Why am | able
to take it as a phase for whole country and few others
are not?

Recently a conversation with one of my closest friend
shook me from inside when she very proudly shared it
with me that this is kind of renaissance period for the
country and she is proud of our top politicians for
leading to it. | guess you can make out what I'm
referring to here. She proudly accepted that even if
people are being killed for it that is ok. Though she
did not directly approve of it but claimed it as it was
justifiable. She took it as a 'badla’ of things
happening in past. | cried when people from her
community died, but she is not even upset when the

other community people are being ruthlessly killed
by her own community people. It is being taken as
empowerment. | was more shocked that without any
hesitance she was able to share this in front of me. |
know she loves me but was not worried that it will
hurt me. Did she take me and my love for granted?
This was little scary. Politicians couldn't do this but
my friend was able to instill all the fear in me. And
when | shared my feeling with her she so easily
expressed, “It happens with minority always. If |
would have been the minority you would have done it
to me.” My whole notion of being safe in secular
country like India vanished in a moment. The India of
my dreams and my upbringing has changed.

My family and my religion taught me to love my
motherland, respect it from core of my heart. We
were taught to die for the country in whatever
circumstance your country needs you. They taught
me that your motherland loves you. Has my
motherland changed? Why has it changed?

I love my motherland and will love it till my last
breath. This is what | teach my sons. | wish | am able
to keep their mind away from all the contamination
from current hatred in our country. May Allah be with
us. I'm scared but have not lost hope. | have faith in
my constitution and | know love will prevail.




You have the Right to Choose:
WHO you want to marry,
WHEN you want to marry,
OR IF you WANT to marry at all!




Pledge for humanity

| take this vow today
That, with every individual
| will have a relation of humanity.

| will not differentiate with any
individual

over caste,

religion,

colour,

language,

region,

sex etc.

Neither will | consider myself
superior or inferior
due to societal differences.

I will not hate anybody elder to me
due to difference of opinion

And

I will always allow
those younger than me

will be based on values.
Long live Humanity

Long live Equality

Long live Peace

Long live Love

Long live Humanism
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